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AsFiled

AUTHOR'S/ SPONSOR'SSTATEMENT OF INTENT

The importance of nursesin patient care cannot be overstated. Given their key role in headthcare
and the burdens on nursing staffs caused by the current nursing shortage, it is critical that nurses
graduate with all the knowledge they need to start serving patients. Some concerns have been
raised regarding the readiness of nurse graduates in handling the often chaotic situation of
nursing in hospitals.

As proposed, S.B. 139 requires the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board and the Board
of Nurse Examiners to study the current nursing curriculum and recommend improvements in
order to ensure that Texas nursing programs teach the highest quality nursing curriculum.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

This bill does not expresdy grant any additional rulemaking authority to a state officer,
institution, or agency.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSIS

SECTION 1. Amends Subchapter C, Chapter 61, Education Code, by adding Section 61.0662,
as follows:

Sec. 61.0662. STUDY ON IMPROVING NURSING PROGRAM CURRICULA. (a)
Defines "professional nursing program* and "vocational nursing program.”

(b) Requires the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board (THECB), in
consultation with the Board of Nurse Examiners, to conduct a study regarding
nursing program curricula improvement. Requires the study to focus on methods
to improve instruction on providing safe and high-quality nursing care to patients.
(¢) Requires THECB to complete the study and distribute the report to certain
parties no later than December 31, 2008. Requires the report to include detailed
recommendations regarding certain methods of improvement.

(d) Specifies that this section expires January 1, 2009.

SECTION 2. Effective date: upon passage or September 1, 2007.
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