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DIGEST AND PURPOSE

Currently, under the Texas Torts Clams Act, the governor must approve any settlement between a
dtate agency and aclamant. Asaresult, as much as twelve weeks may be added to the process. As
proposed, SB. 724 authorizes the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) to settle clams
under $10,000 without the gpprovd of the governor. Thishill dlows TXDOT to sdttle smaller claims
dleging that TXDOT equipment or vehicles injured someone or damaged someone' s property without
having to wait for the governor’'s gpproval.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

This bill does not expresdy grant any additiona rulemaking authority to a state officer, inditution, or
agency.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSS

SECTION 1. Amends Section 201.106, Transportation Code, as follows:

Sec. 201.106. New heading: SETTLEMENT OF CLAIMS; PURCHASE OF LIABILITY
INSURANCE. (a8 Providesthat this section gppliesto a claim againgt the Texas Department
of Transportation (TXDOT) arigng from the use, operation, or maintenance of equipment that is
used or may be used in connection with the laying out, congtruction, or maintenance of the
roads, highways, rest areas, or other public groundsin this state.

(b) Authorizes TXDOT to settle aclaim described by Subsection (a) under certain
conditions.

(c) Providesthat Section 101.105 (Settlement), Civil Practices and Remedies Code,
does not gpply to a settlement under this section.

(d) Providesthat settlement of aclam under this section bars any action involving the
same subject matter by the claimant againgt TxDOT employees whose act or omission
gaverisetotheclam.
(e Createsthis subsection from exigting text. Authorizes TxDOT to insure the officers
and employees of TXDOT for ligbility arising from a claim described by Subsection (a).
M akes nonsubstantive changes.
Redesignates Subsections (c)-(d) as (f)-(g).

SECTION 2. (a) Effective date: upon passage or September 1, 2003.

(b) Makes application of this Act prospective.
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