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DIGEST AND PURPOSE

Currently, taxing units are not lidble for attorney ad litem fees. An attorney ad litem must dways be
appointed whenthe defendant ina ddinquent tax unit isserved by posting or publication. Certain questions
have arisen concerning the conditutiondity and conflicts of interest regarding a defendant’ sright to due
process or equa protection. As proposed, S.B. 714 would enable an attorney ad litem to be paid
regardless of whether the taxing unit got arecovery.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

Thishill doesnot expressly grant any additiona rulemaking authority to a state officer, inditution, or agency.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSS

SECTION 1. Amends Section 33.49, Tax Code, by amending Subsection (a) and adding Subsection (c),
asfollows.

(8 Makesaconforming change related to the addition of Subsection (c).

(c) Providesthat ataxing unit isliablefor reasonable attorney ad litem fees approved by the court
if certain criteriaare met.

SECTION 2. Effective date: September 1, 2003
Makes application of this Act prospective.
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