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Committee Report (Subgtituted)

DIGEST AND PURPOSE

C.SH.B. 1576 makes corrective and darifying changes relaing to the tel ecommunications planning and
oversight council. The hill creates a place on the council for a representative of the Heath and Human
Services Commission; it staggers members terms so they no longer end dl at once; and it extends the
deadline for the council’ s annua financia report to alow time to accurately complete the report.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

This bill does not expresdy grant any additiona rulemaking authority to a state officer, inditution, or
agency.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSS

SECTION 1. Amends Sections 2054.201(a) and (b), Government Code, as follows:

(& Providesthat the telecommunications planning and oversight council is composed of a
member representing the interests of state agencies with fewer than 1,000 employees,
gppointed by the governor, in consultation with the speaker of the house of representatives,
rather than appointed by the speaker done, and a representative of the Health and Human
Services Commission, gppointed by the commissioner of health and human services, in addition
to other members.

(b) Providesthat the gppointed members of the telecommunications planning and oversight
council serve staggered two-year terms, with the terms of four or five members expiring August
31 each year, except that the representative of the Health and Human Services Commission
serves at the discretion of the commissioner of hedth and human services.

SECTION 2. Amends Section 2054.206, Government Code, to ingtitute a November 1 deadline for
the submission of an annud report by the telecommunications planning and oversight council. Makesa
nonsubstantive change.

SECTION 3. Amends Subchapter H, Chapter 2054, Government Code, by adding Section
2054.2025, asfollows:

Sec. 2054.2025. LIMITATION OF LIABILITY. Providesthat amember of the
telecommunications planning and oversght councl isnot liablein acivil action for an act
performed in good faith in the performance of the member’ s functions.

SECTION 4. Repeder: Section 2054.205(c) (pertaining to the telecommunications planning and
oversght council’ s rate negotiation and contract execution), Government Code.

SECTION 5. (&) Providesthat when the terms of the members of the telecommunications planning
and oversght council first expire after the effective date of this Act:
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(1) thelieutenant governor and the speaker of the house of representatives are required to
each appoint one member, and the governor is required to appoint two members, according to
Section 2054.201, Government Code, for terms expiring on the first August 31 occurring after
the effective date of this Act;

(2) the commissioner of higher education, the chancellor of The University of Texas System,
and the chancdlor of The Texas A&M Universty System are required to each gppoint one
member, and the governor is required to gppoint two members, according to Section
2054.201, Government Code, for terms expiring on the second August 31 after the effective
date of thisAct.

(b) Requiresthe commissioner of hedth and human services, promptly after this Act takes
effect, to gppoint a representative to the telecommunications planning and oversight council.

SECTION 6. Effective date: upon passage or September 1, 2003.

SRC-JEC C.S.H.B. 1576 78(R) Page2 of 2



