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DIGEST AND PURPOSE

Currently, retail vendors are avitd part of the federa Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) program,
alowing WIC services to be provided to thousands of Texans annudly. These vendors have
knowledge of marketing and outreach within their communities which can ad in creating avenues for
further outreach and marketing of WIC. As proposed, S.B. 877 creates a committee composed of 10
members, including severd representing retail merchant vendors, to advise the hedth and human
services commissioner and the Texas Department of Hedlth on palicy, rules, and technology changes
concerning WIC.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

This bill does not expresdy grant any additional rulemaking authority to a state officer, ingtitution, or
agency.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSS

SECTION 1. Amends Chapter 531B, Government Code, by adding Section 531.0221, as follows:

Sec. 531.0221. WIC PROGRAM ADVISORY COMMITTEE. (@) Defines*committee,”
“department,” and “WIC program.”
(b) Requires the commissioner of hedth and human services (commissioner) to establish
aWIC program advisory committee to provide input from WIC program merchants,
vendors, recipient advisory groups, and loca clinics to advise the commissioner and the
Texas Department of Health (department) on policy, rules, and technology changes
concerning the WIC program.

(c) Provides that the committee consists of 10 members appointed by the commissoner
from geographicaly diverse areas and from certain groups.

(d) Requires the committee to perform certain tasks,

(e) Prohibits amember of the committee from receiving compensation for serving on
the committee or being reimbursed for travel expenses incurred while conducting the
business of the committee.

() Requiresthe department to provide adminigtrative support, including staff, for the
committee.

(9) Provides that the committee is not subject to Chapter 2110, Government Code.

SECTION 2. Effective date: September 1, 2001.
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