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DIGEST AND PURPOSE

Currently, Collin County’s population exceeds the ided court-to-population ratio for a county court at
law. SB. 194 crestes anew County Court at Law for Collin County, which will be designated asa
statutory probate court.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

This bill does not expresdy grant any additional rulemaking authority to a state officer, ingtitution, or
agency.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSS

SECTION 1. Amends Section 25.0451, Government Code, to take effect January 1, 2003, to
provide that Collin County has one statutory probate court, the Probate Court No. 1 of Collin County
(Probate Court No. 1).

SECTION 2. Amends Section 25.0452, Government Code, to delete language relating to the manner
of gppointment or eection of aspecid judge of a county court at law and the qudifications and rate of
compensation alowed for aspecid judge. Ddetes language regarding restrictions on a person assigned
as ajudge to County Court a Law No. 4 of Collin County; prohibiting the person’s assgnment asa
judge to other certain counties.

SECTION 3. Amends Chapter 25C, Government Code, by adding Section 253.0453, as follows:

Sec. 25.0453. COLLIN COUNTY STATUTORY PROBATE COURT PROVISIONS.
(8 Requiresthe judge of a statutory probate court in Collin County to be at least 25 years of
age, have resided in the county for at least two years preceding the date of election or
appointment, be licensed to practice law in this state, and have practiced law or served asa
judge in this gtate, or combination, for the five years preceding the date of dection or
gppointment.

(b) Requiresthe salary of ajudge of a statutory probate court to be paid out of the
county treasury on orders of the commissioners court.

(c) Requiresthejudge of a gatutory probate court to diligently discharge the duties of
the judge s office on afull-time basis and prohibits the judge to engage in the private
practice of law.

(d) Provides that practice for a statutory probate court isthat prescribed by law for
county courts.

(e) Providesthat the laws governing the drawing, seection, service, and pay of jurors
for county courts apply to a statutory probate court.
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(f) Provides that a statutory probate court has the generd jurisdiction of a probate court
as provided by Section 25.0021.

SECTION 4. Createsthe Probate Court No. 1 January 1, 2003. Requiresthe initid vacancy in the
office of judge of the Probate Court No. 1 of Collin County to befilled by dection. Provides that the
office exigs for purposes of the primary and generd dectionsin 2002, and that avacancy after the
initid vacancy isfilled as provided by Section 25.0009, Government Code.

SECTION 5. Providesthat, except as provided by SECTION 4(b) of this Act, for purposes of
Section 201.027 (New Office), Election Code, the effective date of the Act creating the office isthe
effective date of the Government Code section establishing the court under this Act.

SECTION 6. Requirestheloca adminigtrative statutory county court judge to transfer any probate
matter that is pending in astatutory county court in Collin County on January 1, 2003, to the Probate
Court No. 1. Provides that when a caseistransferred as provided by this section, al processes, writs,
bonds, recognizances, or other obligations issued from the transferring court are returnable to the
Probate Court No. 1 asif origindly issued by that court. Provides that the obligees on dl bonds and
recognizances taken in and for a court from which acase is transferred, and al witnesses summoned to
appear in a court from which a case istransferred, are required to appear before the Probate Court
No. 1 asif origindly required to appear before that court.

SECTION 7. Makes application of this Act prospective.

SECTION 8. Effective date: September 1, 2001, except as provided by SECTION 1 of thisAct.
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