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Committee Report (Subgtituted)

DIGEST AND PURPOSE

On release from an inpatient facility, Texas Department of Menta Hedlth and Mental Retardation
clients are provided with an initia outpatient gopointment to a community mental heelth center and
supplied with medication adequate to last until that gppointment. At times, the patient arrives at the
initia outpatient gppointment to find the appointment iswith a socid worker or another individua unable
to issue aprescription. A debate can occur between the releasing facility and the outpatient facility
responsible for the patient as to which isfiscaly responsible for providing the additiona necessary
medication. C.S.H.B. 2004 provides that a patient's continuing care plan must addresswho is
responsible for providing and paying for medication to ensure that a patient has the necessary
medication until the patient can see a physcian.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

This bill does not expresdy grant any additiona rulemaking authority to a state officer, ingtitution, or
agency.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSS

SECTION 1. Amends Section 574.081, Health and Safety Code, by amending Subsection (c) and
adding Subsection (h), asfollows:

(¢) Requires a continuing care plan to address the patient’s mentad hedlth and physica needs,
including, if appropriate, the need for sufficient medication on furlough or discharge to last until
the patient can see a physician and to address the person or entity who is responsible for
providing and paying for the medication.

(h) Provides that Subsection (c) does not create a mandate that a facility described by Section
571.003(9)(B) or (E) provide or pay for amedication for a patient.

SECTION 2. Effective date: upon passage or September 1, 2001.
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