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Engrossed

DIGEST AND PURPOSE

Election polling places require equipment and personnd that can be very codtly for a county to supply
for an eection precinct of smal or no population. However, current law sets forth no method for a
county to eiminate such dection precincts. H.B. 1820 setsforth provisons regarding a
recommendation to diminate a county election precinct with a substantialy smal or no population.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

This bill does not expresdy grant any additiona rulemaking authority to a state officer, inditution, or
agency.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSS

SECTION 1. Amends Chapter 42A, Election Code, by adding Section 42.010, asfollows.

Sec. 42.010. RECOMMENDATION ON ELIMINATION OF LESS POPULOUS
PRECINCTS. (a) Authorizesthe commissioners court, after each redidtricting of award of a
city described by Section 42.005(a)(6), to submit recommendations to the governing body of
the city on changesto the wards of the city to alow the county to diminate county eection
precincts with no population or a subgtantidly small population.

(b) Requiresthe commissoners court, after each redigtricting of aterritorid unit
described by Section 42.005(a)(1) or (2), to consider changes to the territoria unitsto
alow the county to eiminate county €lection precincts with no population or a
subgtantidly small population.

(¢) Authorizesthe commissioners court, after each redigtricting of aterritorid unit
described by Section 42.005(a)(3), (4), (5), or (7), the to submit recommendations to
the secretary of state on changes to the territorid unitsto alow the county to eiminate
county dection precincts with no population or a substantialy smadl population.

(d) Defines"subgtantialy smdl population.”

() Requires the recommendations, to be considered by the secretary of state, to be
submitted in the manner prescribed by the secretary.

(f) Requiresthe secretary of state to evauate dl timely recommendations submitted in
accordance with Subsection (). Requires the secretary to compile dl
recommendations for the eimination of the county eection precinctsin a manner
consgtent with state and federa law.

(9) Requiresthe secretary of sateto file areport containing the information described

by Subsection (f) with the governor, the lieutenant governor, and the speaker of the
house of representatives not later than the date of convening thefirst regular legidative
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session that occurs after aredigtricting of aterritoria unit described by Subsection ().
Requires the secretary, if the information submitted is insufficient for the compilation
required by Subsection (f), to include a statement to that effect in the report.

SECTION 2. Effective date: September 1, 2001.
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