BILL ANALYSIS

Senate Research Center C.S.SB. 870
By: Can
Education
4/6/1999
Committee Report (Substituted)
DIGEST

Currently, parents or guardians of specid education students are provided with abrochure explaining the
procedural safeguardsin the Individuas with Disabilities Education Act asrequired by federal law. The
brochure does not includetheinformation about the specia education processwhich parentsneed in order
to effectively participatein their child's Admissons Review and Dismissal meetings. C.S.S.B. 870 would
establish provisions regarding the right of parents to information concerning specia education.

PURPOSE

Asproposed, C.S.S.B. 870 establishesprovisonsregarding theright of parentsto information concerning
specid education.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

This bill does not grant any additiona rulemaking authority to a state officer, ingtitution, or agency.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSIS

SECTION 1. Amends Chapter 26, Education Code, by adding Section 26.0081, asfollows:

Sec. 26.0081. RIGHT TO INFORMATION CONCERNING SPECIAL EDUCATION.
Requiresthe Texas Education Agency (TEA) to produce and provideto school districtssufficient
copies of a comprehensive, easlly understood document that explains the process by which an
individuaized educationa program isdeveloped for astudent in aspecia education program and
the rights and responsihilities of a parent concerning the process. Requires the document to
containinformation the parent needsto effectively participateinanadmissonreview, and dismissa
committee meeting for the child. Providesthat TEA will ensurethat each school district provides
the document required to the parent under certain conditions.

SECTION 2. Requires TEA to ensure that each school district provides the required document not later
than June 1, 2001, to the parent of or the person standing in parenta relation to each child participating
inthe digtrict’ s specia education program.

SECTION 3. Effective date: September 1, 1999.

SECTION 4. Emergency clause.

SUMMARY OF COMMITTEE CHANGES

SECTION 1.
Amends Chapter 26, Education Code, by adding Section 26.0081, regarding the right to
information concerning specid education. Deletes proposed SECTION 1, regarding certain
information for the parents of specia education students.

SECTION 2.

Requiresthe TEA to ensure ddlivery of proper documentation to certain parents concerning the
school digtrict’s specid education programs. Deletes proposed SECTION 2, regarding the
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development of a statewide plan regarding certain services to children with disabilities.
SECTION 3.

Effective date: September 1, 1999, rather than upon passage.
SECTION 4.

Emergency clause.
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