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DIGEST

Currently, a person who has knowledge of an act of aggravated sexua assault of achild isnot required by
law to inform a peace officer or law enforcement agency. H.B. 628 would create an offensefor failing to
stop or report the aggravated assault of a child.

PURPOSE

As proposed, H.B. 628 creates an offense for failing to stop or report the aggravated assault of achild.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

This bill does not grant any additiona rulemaking authority to a state officer, ingtitution, or agency.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSIS

SECTION 1. Amends Chapter 38, Pend Code, by adding Section 38.17, asfollows:

Sec. 38.17. FAILURE TO STOP OR REPORT AGGRAVATED SEXUAL ASSAULT OF
CHILD. Establishesthat aperson, other than a person who hasalega or statutory duty to act or
who hasassumed care, custody, or control of achild, commitsan offense, if the actor observesthe
commission or attempted commission of certain prohibited offenses or the actor falsto assst the
child or immediately report the commission of the offense to a peace officer or law enforcement
agency, and the actor could have assisted the child or intervened without being placed in danger
of suffering serious bodily injury or death. Providesthat an offense under this section isa Class
A misdemeanor.

SECTION 2. Effective date: September 1, 1999.

SECTION 3. Emergency clause.
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