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DIGEST

Currently, the provisons of the Veterinary Licensing Act do not apply to corporations that practice
veterinary medicine without alicense because theterm “ person” is not interpreted to include corporations
inthis Act. Section 22 was added to the Veterinary Licensing Act in 1993 to prohibit the practice of
veterinary medicine by a private for-profit corporation not exclusvely owned by licensed veterinarians.
In February 1998, the Texas Board of Veterinary Medica Examiners sought clarification of its authority
regarding corporations. Thisbill would specificaly prohibit corporations not owned exclusively by one
or more licensed veterinarians from practicing, offering, or attempting to practice veterinary medicine.

PURPOSE

As proposed, H.B. 3446 prohibits corporations not owned exclusvely by one or more licensed
veterinarians from practicing, offering, or attempting to practice veterinary medicine.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

This bill does not grant any additiona rulemaking authority to a state officer, ingtitution, or agency.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSIS

SECTION 1. Amends Sections4 and 13B, Article 8890, V.T.C.S. (The Veterinary Licensing Act), as
follows.

Sec. 4. Prohibitsacorporation, organization, businesstrust, estate, trust, partnership, association,
or other legd entity not owned exclusively by one or more veterinarians licensed by the Texas
Board of Veterinary Medical Examiners from practicing or offering or attempting to practice
veterinary medicine in this state. Makes conforming changes.
Sec. 13B. Makesaconforming change.
SECTION 2.  Amends Section 14(d), Article 8890, V.T.C.S., to make a conforming change.
SECTION 3.  Amends Section 14B(a), Article 8890, V.T.C.S,, to make a conforming change.
SECTION 4. Amends Section 17, Article 8890, V.T.C.S,, to provide that the venue for an injunction
proceeding isin the county of the defendant’ s principa officein this stateif the defendant is not anatura
person. Makes conforming changes.

SECTION 5.  Providesthat itistheintent of thelegidatureto clarify and reiterate thelaw in effect before
the enactment of this Act.

SECTION 6. Emergency clause.
Effective date: upon passage.

SRC-PNG H.B. 3446 76(R) Pagelof 1



