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Senate Research Center H.B. 2547
By: Williams (Bernsen)
Education
5/11/1999
Engrossed
DIGEST

In 1985, the 68th L egidature enacted | egid ation creating the Geo-Technology Research Ingtituteto assist
in the devel opment of the Texas oil and gasindustry. The charter of theingtitute may need to be expanded
to address environmenta and information technology challengesfacing today’ s oil and gasindustry. H.B.
2547 setsforth requirements for the operation of the Geo-Technology Research Ingtitute.

PURPOSE

As proposed, H.B. 2547 sets forth requirements for the operation of the Geo-Technology Research
Ingtitute.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

This bill does not grant any additiona rulemaking authority to a state officer, ingtitution, or agency.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSIS

SECTION 1. Amends Section 149.002, Education Code, to provide that the Geo-Technology Research
Institute (ingtitute) islocated at the Houston A dvance Research Center, aresearch consortiumthat includes
the Univergty of Texasat Audtin, Texas A&M, Rice Univergty, and the University of Houston.

SECTION 2. Amends Section 149.004, Education Code, to require the ingtitute to conduct basic and
applied research and anadysis in geoscience, rather than geophysics, geo-technology, and related fidds,
including theimplementation of technol ogi cal advancesand devel opment of integrated databases. Requires
research of the indtitute to be made available to ate agencies, rather than the Generd Land Office and
Railroad Commission, other public bodies and officias, industry, and private citizens, rather than groups.
Deetestext regarding discovery of new reserves and development of technology.

SECTION 3. Amends Sections 149.005(a) and (¢), Education Code, to authorize the ingtitute to receive
certain funds. Providesthat the use of state fundsislimited to expenditures for basic and applied research
and andyd's, excluding congtruction costs.

SECTION 4. Emergency clause.
Effective date: upon passage.
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