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DIGEST

Currently, acity or town located in more than one county cannot hold its own election regarding the sale
of mixed beveragesin restaurants. Many areaswith the ability to hold an el ection have chosen to prohibit
mixed drinks to prevent the proliferation of bars. However, such prohibitions aso gpply to full-service
restaurants. H.B. 1814 dlows certain municipalitiesto hold aloca optiond eection for the sdle of mixed
beverages, and dlarifies existing regulations regarding authorization for certain venues to sdl mixed
beverages. Provides petition requirements necessary for a commissioners court to order aloca option
election on the issue of the legdization of the sale of mixed beveragesin an establishment holding afood
and beverage certificate

PURPOSE

As proposed, H.B. 1814 setsforth provisions for alocal option election for the sale of mixed beverages
by afood and beverage certificate holder.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

This bill does not grant any additiona rulemaking authority to a state officer, ingtitution, or agency.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSIS

SECTION 1. Amends Section 251.11, Alcoholic Beverage Code, by adding Subsection (b), to set forth
requirements for a petition regarding a loca option eection to legdize the sale of mixed beveragesin
certain venues. Requires the petition to be filed by the 60th day after itsissuance. Makes conforming
changes.

SECTION 2. Amends Sections 251.14(b) and (c), Alcoholic Beverage Code, to set forth the required
language for the ballot regarding the sde of mixed beverages, regarding establishments with or without
acohalic beverage sdelimitations.

SECTION 3. Amends Section 251.15(b), Alcoholic Beverage Code, to providethat if the sale of mixed
beverages by food and beverage certificate holdersislegdized beforealoca option eection onthegenerd
sales of mixed beverages, then the sde of mixed beverages in an establishment that holds a food and
beverage certificate remains legaized regardless of the outcome of the eection on the generd sde of
mixed beverages.

SECTION 4. Amends Chapter 251A, Alcoholic Beverage Code, by adding Section 251.18, asfollows:.

Sec. 251.18. ELECTION IN CERTAIN CITIESAND TOWNS. Limitsthe application of this
section to apply only to an dection to permit or prohibit the legal sale of mixed beveragesin a
municipality located in more than one county. Requires the election to be conducted by the
municipdity instead of the county. Clarifiesreferencesto certain entitiesin Subchapters B and C,
Chapter 251, Alcoholic Beverage Code. Requires the municipality to pay for the election

expenses.
SECTION 5. Effective date: September 1, 1999.

SECTION 6. Emergency clause.
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