HOUSE (2nd reading)

RESEARCH HB 3397

ORGANIZATION hill digest 5/11/2023 Kitzman et al.

SUBJECT: Revising provisions on the regulation of veterinary chiropractic

COMMITTEE: Agriculture & Livestock — favorable, without amendment

VOTE: 5 ayes — Bernal, Goodwin, Kitzman, Rosenthal, Thimesch
2 nays — Cain, Anderson
2 absent — Cody Harris, Wilson

WITNESSES: For — Shanna Jackson, Animal Care Committee of Texas; Jim
McDonald, Animal Care Committee of Texas; and six individuals
(Registered, but did not testify: Emily Puente, Bridge Family Chiropractic;
Michelle Evans; Kathryn Fagan; Jessica Judge; Amanda Massey; Melissa
Rutkowski)

Against — Brittney Barton, Texas Veterinary Medical Association
(Registered, but did not testify: Troy Alexander, Texas Veterinary Medical
Association)

On — (Registered, but did not testify: Brittany Sharkey, TBVME; Joshua
Massingill, Texas Chiropractic Association)

BACKGROUND:  Some have suggested that authorizing additional options to provide
veterinary chiropractic services could expand access to these necessary
services for animals.

DIGEST: HB 3397 would revise provisions related to chiropractic services for

animals. The bill would eliminate the requirement that chiropractic
services for animals only be performed by veterinarians and instead would
require the State Board of Veterinary Medical Examiners to develop rules
to ensure that chiropractic treatment and musculoskeletal manipulation
would be performed only by a veterinarian who was active and in good
standing or a chiropractor in good standing who either was certified in
good standing by the American Veterinary Chiropractic Association or
acting under the supervision of a veterinarian.
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The board would be required to adopt rules necessary to implement the
bill by June 1, 2024.

The bill would take effect September 1, 2023.



