CONFERENCE COMMITTEE REPORT FORM

Austin, Texas

5-a4-17%

Date

Honorable David Dewhurst
President of the Senate

Honorable Joe Straus
Speaker of the House of Representatives

Sirs:

We, Your Conference Committee, appointed to adjust the differences between the Senate and the House of
Representatives on H B have had the same under consideration, and

beg to report it back with the recommendation that it do pass in the form and text hereto attached.

Raeelr Nichels

o
e\ anCack E Joknson
lag, Martinez

o Mj>\ S/ 1977

On th¥ part of the Senate On the part of the House
Rpee West Poul WorKmeh

Note to Conference Committee Clerk:

Please type the names of the members of the Conference Committee under the lines provided for signature. Those
members desiring to sign the report should sign each of the six copies. Attach a copy of the Conference Committee
Report and a Section by Section side by side comparison to each of the six reporting forms. The original and two
copies are filed in house of origin of the bill, and three copies in the other house.
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A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT
relating to motor wvehicle 1nspections; c¢reating an offense;
changing the collection method for certain fees.
EIT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

SECTION 1. <Section 548.104, Transportation Code, 1s amended

Sec. 548.104. EQUIPMENT-RELATED PREREQUISITES TO ISSUANCE

OF PASSING VEHICLE INSPECTION REPORT [&ERFIEILCATE]. (a) The

cocmmission shall adopt uniform standards of safety applicable to
each 1tem reguired to be inspected by Scction 548.051. The
standards and the list of items to be inspected shall be posted 1n
each inspection station.

(b) An inspection statlon or inspector may l1ssue a passing

vehicle [ar] inspection report [eexiifiecate] only 1f the vehicle is

inspected and found to be in proper and safe condition and to comply
with this chapter and the rules adopted under this chapter.
(c) An 1lnspection station or inspector may inspect only the

equipment required to be inspected by Section 548.051 and may not:

(1) falsely and fraudulently represent to an applicant
that equipment regquired to be inspected must be repaired, adjusted,
or replaced before the vehicle will pass inspection; or

(2) reguire an applicant to have another part of the
vehicle or other eguipment inspected as a prereguisite for issuance

of a passing vehicle [ar] inspection report [eexrtifieare].
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2,

An 1inspection station or inspector may not 1ssue

[

1
|

passing vehicle [ar] 1nspection report [eexrszfieate] for a vehicle

egulpped with:

(1) a carburetion device permittincg the use of
liguefied gas alone or interchangeably with another fuel, unless a
valid liquefied gas tax decal issued by the comptroller is attached
to the lower richt-hand corner of the front windshield of the
vehicle on the passenger side; [e¥]

(2) a sunscreening device prohibited by Section
547.613, except that the department by rule shall provide

procedures for issuance of a passing vehicle [&ar] inspection report

[eextificate] for a vehicle exempt under Section 547.613(c); or
(3) a compressed natural gas container unless the

owner demonstrates in accordance with department rules proof:

(1) the container has met the inspection

reguirements under 49 C.F.R. Section 571.304; and

(1i) the manufacturer's recommended service

life for the container, as stated on the containexr label reguired by

49 C.F.R. Section 571.304, has not expired; or

(B) that the vehicle 1s a fleet vehicle for which

the fleet operator employs a technician certified to inspect the

contalner.

(e) The department shall adopt rules relating to inspection

of and issuance of a vehicle [as] Inspection report [eexrtificate]
for a moped.

SECTION 2. Article 45.003, Code of Criminal Procedure, 1

w0

R
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amended to read as follows:

Art. 45.003. DEFINITION FOR CERTAIN PROSECUTIONS. For
purposes of dismissing a charge under Section 502.407 [ex548-685],
Transportation Code, "day" does not include Saturday, Sunday, or a
legal holicay.

SECTION 3. Section 51.207(d), Education Code, is amended to
read as follows:

(d) This subsection applies only to a public institution of
higher education campus that 1s not covered by Subsection (b). The
institution may not issue a permit to a student of the institution
for driving or parking a motor vehicle on institutilonal property
unless the institution provides written notice to the student that

failure to register the vehicle In this state [exr—teo—displavr—=
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ger| may violate state law 1f the

owner of the vehicle resides in this state.

SECTION 4. Section 103.0213, Government Code, is amended to
read as follows:

Sec. 103.0213. ADDITIONAL FEES AND COSTS IN CRIMINAL OR
CIVIL CASES: TRANSPORTATION CODE. &An accused or defendant, or a
party to a civil suit, as applicable, shall pay the following fees
and costs under the Transportation Code if ordered by the court or

otherwise required:

(1) administrative fee on dismissal of charge of
driving with an expired motor vehicle registration (Sec. 502.407,
Transportation Code) . . . not to exceed $20;

(2) administrative fee on dismissal of <charge of
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driving with an expired driver's license (Sec. 521.026,
Transportation Code) . . . not to exceed $20;
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[4+] dministrative fee for failure to appear for a
complaint or citation on certain offenses (Sec. 706.006,
Transportation Code) . . . $30 for each violation; and

(4) [45+] administrative fee for failure to pay or
satisfy certain judgments (Sec. 706.006, Transportation Code}
. $30.
SECTION 5. Section 382.0622(a), Health and Safety Code, is
amended to read as follows:
(a) Clean Alr Act fees consist of:
(1) fees collected by the commission under Sections
382.062, 382.0621, 382.202, and 382.302 and as otherwise provideca
by law;

(2) $S2 of each fee [a8vanpce—pavwment]| collected for

“roportions of byt e e e S r et S et o

Transportation Code; and
(3) fees collected that are required under Section 185
of the federal Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. Section 7511d).
SECTION 6. Sections 382.202(d) and (1}, Health and Safety
Code, are amended toc read as follows:
(d}) On adoption of a resolution by the commission and afterx

proper notice, the Department of Public Safety of the State of Texas

83R31348 JTS-D 4
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shall implement a system that requires, as a condition of obtaining

a passing vehicle [safesy]| Iinspection report [eexiifieatre] issucd

under Subchapter C, Chapter 548, Transportation Code, in a county
that 1s included in a vehicle emissions inspection and maintenance
program under Subchapter F of that chapter, that the wvehicle,
unless the wvehicle 1s not covered by the system, be annually or
biennially inspected under the wvehicle emissions 1inspection and
maintenance program as regulred by the state's alr gquality state
implementation plan. The Department of Public Safety shall
implement such a system when it 1is required by any provision of
federal or state law, 1including any provision c¢f the state's air
quality state implementation plan.

(1) Except as provided by this subsection, a person who
sells or transfers ownership of a motor vehicle for which a passing

vehicl [emissions] inspection report [eextzfiecatre] has been

issued is not liable for the cost of emission control system repairs
that are required for the vehicle subsequently to receive a passing

rcport [aRemissiensipspection—cexrtaficate]. This subsection does

not apply to repairs that are reguilred because emission control
equipment or devices on the vehicle were removed or tampered with
before the sale or transfer of the vehicle.

SECTION 7. Section 382.205(d), Health and Safety Code, 1is
amended to read as follows:

(d) The Department of Public Safety of the State of Texas by
rule shall adopt:

(1) testing procedures 1n accordance with motor

vehicle emissions testing equipment specificatilions; and

83R31348 JTS-D 5
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(2) procedures for issuing a vehicle |[e¥—denying—an

emissions] inspection report following an emissions inspection and

submitting information to the inspection database described by

Section 548.251, Transportation Code, following an emissions

SECTION 8. Sections 382.220(b) and (d), Health and Safety
Code, are amended to read as follows:

(b) A program under this section must be implemented 1n
consultation with the commission and may include a program to:

(1) expand and enhance the AirCheck Texas Repair and
Replacement Assistance Program;

(2) develop and 1implement programs or systems that
remotely determine vehicle emissions and notify the vehicle's
operator;

(3) develeop and 1mplement projects to mplement the
commission's smoking vehicle program;

(4) develop and implement projects 1in consultation

with the director of the Department of Public Safety for

coordinating with local law enforcement officials to reduce the use

of counterfelt regilstration insignia and wvehicle inspection
reports [staete—inspection—stiekers] by providing local law

enforcement officials with funds to identify wvechicles with

counterfeit registration insignia and vechicle inspection Ieports

11
CE TR A X

spection—stickexrs] and to carry out appropriate actions;
(5) develop and 1implement programs to enhance
transportation system improvements; or

(6) develop and i1mplement new alr control strategles
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designed to assist local areas in complying with state and federal
air quality rules and regulations.

(d) Fees collected under Sections 382.202 and 382.302 may be
used, 1in an amount not to exceed $5 million per fiscal year, for
projects described by Subsection (b). The fees shall be made
available only to counties participating in the low-income vehicle
repalr assistance, retrofit, and acceleratea wvehicle retirement
programs created under Section 382.209 and only on a matching
basis, whereby the commission provides money to a county 1n the same
amount that the county dedicates tc a project authorized by
Subsection (b). The commission may reduce the match reguirement
for a county that proposes to develop and implement Iindependent
test facility fraud detection programs, including the use of remote
sensing technology for coordinating with law enforcement officials
to detect, prevent, and prosecute the use of counterfelt

registraticn insignia and wvehicle inspection reports [s=ate

Bl el ek alalalk i et ol r“+'1ﬁ‘|.rnvr‘]
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SECTION 9. Sections 2308.253(d) and (e), Occupations Code,
are amended to read as follows:
(d} Except as provided by a contract described by Subsection
(e), a parking facility owner may not have a vehicle removed from
the parking facility merely because the vehicle does not displayl[+
[+3+] an wunexpired license plate or registration
insignia issued for the vehicle under Chapter 502, Transportation
Code, or the vehicle registration law of another state or country [+

o

T
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(e) A contract provision providing for the removal from a

parking facility of a vehicle that does not display an uncxpired

license plate or registration insignia [er——vatia ShRspection

exsificate] 1s valid only if the provision requires the owner or
operator of the vehicle to be given at least 10 days' written notice
that the vehicle will be towed from the facility at the wvehicle
owner's or operator's expense 1f it i1s not removed from the parking
facility. The noticec must be:
(1) deliverec in person to the owner or ocperator ¢f the
vehicle; or
(2) sent by certified mail, return receipt requested,
to that owner or operator.
SECTION 10. Section 501.030(a), Transportation Code, 1is
amended to read as follows:
(a) Before a motor wvchicle that was last registered or
titlead in another state or country may be titled in this state, [+he

~ - pish] the county assessor-collector shall verify

that the vehicle has passed the inspections required by Chapter

548, as indicated in the Department of Public Safety's inspection

database under Scction 548.251 [wash o weyaificot-on forym un
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SECTION 11. Section 502.0023, Transportation Code, 1s
amended by adding Subsection (J) to recad as follows:

5

(3) A motor vehicle, semitrailer, or trailer registered

under this section 1s subject to the inspection reguirements of

83R31348 JTS-D 8
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Chapter 548 as if the wvehicle, semitrailer, or ftraller were

registered without extended registration. The department and the

Department of Public Safety shall by rule establish a method to

enforce the inspection reguirements of Chapter 548 for motor

1lers vreglistered under this

vl

vehicles, semitrailers, ana tr

section. The department may assess a fee to cover the department's

administrative costs of implementing this subsection.

SECTION 12. Section 502.047, Transportation Code, is
amended to read as follows:

Sec. 502.04

|

REGISTRATION-BASED ENFORCEMENT OF MOTOR

VEHICLE [EMISSIONS] INSPECTION [ANS—MACNTPENANCE] REQUIREMENTS.

(a) The department and the Department of Public Safety shall

ensure compliance with the motor vehicle inspection reguirements

under Chapter 548, 1ncluding compliance with the motor wvehicle
.

emissions inspection and maintenance program under Subchapter F of

that chapter, through a vehicle registration-based enforcement

. . o .
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(b) A motor vehicle may not be registered if the department

receives from the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality or the

Department of Public Safety notification that the registered owncr

of the vehicle has not complicd with [Subehapter++]| Chapter 548.
(c)

A motor vehicle may not be registered 1f the vehlcle was

denied registration under Subsection (b) unless verification 1s

received that the registered vehicle owner is in compliance with

[ Subehaptexr—F]| Chapter 548.

(d) The department and the Department of Public Safety shall

enter into an agreement regarding the timely submission by the

Department of Public Safety of inspection compliance information to

the department.

(d=1)

The department, the Texas Commission on Environmental

Quality, and the Department of Public Safety shall enter an

agreement regarding the responsibilities for costs associated with
implementing this section.

(e) A county tax assessor-collector is not liable to any

person for refusing to register a motor vehicle because of the

person's failure to provide verification of the person's compliance
with [Subehapter¥;] Chapter 548.

SECTION 13. Section 502.059(c), Transportation Code, 1s

amended to read as follows:

83R31348 JTS-D 10
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(c) Except as provided by Subsection (f), the registration
insignia for validation of a license plate shall be attached to the
inside of the wvehicle's windshield, 1f the wvehicle has a

windshield, in the lower left corner in a manner that will not

. C ne N: ) - - 1 - = =S = ETatas
Obstruﬁt Thne vision of th? driver Within c-x Jpnchoc of +he p'l:ﬁn
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gtaced]. If the vehicle does not have a windshield, the owner, when
applying for registration or renewal of registration, shall notify
the department, and the department shall issue a distinctive device
for attachment to the rear license plate of the vehicle.

SECTION 14. The heading to Section 521.3465, Transportation
Code, 1s amended to read as follows:

Sec. 521.3465. AUTOMATIC SUSPENSION ON CONVICTION OF
CERTAIN CFFENSES INVOLVING FICTITIOUS MOTOR VWVEHICLE LICENSE
PLATES, REGISTRATION INSIGNIA, OR VEHICLE [SARETY] INSPECTION
REPORTS [£EREIEICATES] .

SECTION 15. Section 521.3465(a), Transportation Code, 1s
amended to read as follows:

(al A _icense is automatically suspended on final

conviction of the license holder of:

(1) an cffense under Section 502.475(a) (4)
[502-400({a{41]; or
(2) an offense under Section 548.603(a)(l) that

involves a fictiticus wvehicle [ Saterw] inspection report

|—Ff"'r+_'l"_'|f“:“’_ﬂ]
=+ mp S A== S

SECTION 16. Section 521.3466(a), Transportation Code, 1s

amended to read as follows:

83R31348 JTS-D 11
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(a) A license is automatically revoked on final conviction

of the license holder of an cffense under Section 27.10, Penal Code,
if the governmental record was a motor vehicle license plate or

registration insignia, within the meaning of Chapter 502, or a

vehicle [safesy] inspection report [eextifseste], wlithin the

meaning of Chapter 548.
SECTION 17. Section 548.001, Transportation Code, is
amended by adding Subdivision (10) to read as follows:

(10) "Vehicle inspection report" means a report issucd

by an inspector or an inspection station for a vehicle that

indicates whether the wvehicle has passed the safety and, 1f

applicable, emissions inspections reguired by this chapter.

|

SECTION 18. Section 548.004(c), Transportation Code, 1is
amended to read as follows:

(c) The facility may inspect only a vehicle owned by the

H

political subdivision or state agency. [Apreff-cex, ocmploven; o
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SECTION 19. Section 548.053(a), Transportation Code, 1s
amended to read as follows:

(a) If an inspection discloses the necessity for
adjustment, correction, or repalr, an linspection station or

inspector may not 1ssue a passing vehicle inspection report [a+m

until the adjustment, correction, or
repair is made. The owner of the vehicle may have the acjustment,

correction, or repair made by a qualified person of the owner's

83R31348 JTS-D 12
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cholce, subject to reinspection. The vehicle shall be reinspected
once free of charge within 15 days after the date of the original
inspection, not including the date the original inspection 1s made,
at the same inspection station after the adjustment, correction, or
repalr 1is made.

SECTION 20. The heading to Subchapter C, Chapter 548,
Transportation Code, is amended to read as follows:
SUBCHAPTER C. PERIODS OF INSPECTION; PREREQUISITES TO ISSUANCE OF

PASSING VEHICLE TINSPECTION REPORT [&RERTIEICATE]

SECTION 21. Section 548.101, Transportation Code, 15
amended to read as follows:

Sec. 548.101. GENERAL ONE-YEAR INSPECTION PERICD. Except as
provided by Section 548.102, the department shall require an annual
inspection. The department shall set the periods of inspection and

may make rules with respect to those periods. The rules must provide

that:

(1) a vehicle owner may obtain an inspection not

earlier than 90 days before the date of expiration of the vehicle's

registration; and

(2) a used motor vehicle sold by a dealer, as defined

by Section 503.001, must be inspected in the 180 days preceding the

date the dealer sells the vehicle.

SECTICN 22. Section 548.103, Transportation Code, is
amended to read as follows:

Sec. 548.103. EXTENDED INSPECTION PERIOD FOR CERTAIN
VEHICLES. The department may extend the time within which the

resident owner of a vehlicle that 1s noct 1n this state when an

83R31348 JTS-D 13
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inspection 1s required must obtain a vehicle [&®r] inspectilon report

ificase] 1n this state.

SECTION 23. Section 548.105, Transportation Code, is
amended to read as follows:
Sec. 548.105. EVIDENCE OF FINANCIAL RESPONSIBEILITY AS

PREREQUISITE TO ISSUANCE OF FPASSING VEHICLE INSPECTION REPORT

[CERTIFRICATE], (a) An 1nspection station or 1inspector may not

issue a passing vehicle [a®] inspection report [eextifieate] for a

vehicle unless the owner or operator furnishes evidence of
financial responsibility at the time of inspection. Evidence of
financial responsibility may be shown in the mannecr specified under
Section 601.053(a). A personal automobile insurance policy used as

evidence of financial responsibility must be written for a term of

30 days or more as reguired by Section 1952.054 [Axtdete—5-06],

Insurance Code.
(b} An inspection station 1s not 1liable to a person,

including a third party, for 1issuing a passing vehicle [a#]

inspection report [eertifieate] 1in reliance on evidence of
financial responsibility furnished to the station. An inspection

station that i1s the seller of a motor vehicle may rely on an oral
insurance binder.
SECTION 24. The heading to Subchapter E, Chapter 548,
Transportation Code, is amended to read as follows:
SUBCHAPTER E. ISSUANCE [—RECORDING AND DROGE] OF VEHICLE

INSPECTION REPORTS; SUBMISSION OF INFORMATION TO DEPARTMENT

DATABASE | T AND YERIFEICAT : ]

SECTION 25. Section 548.251, Transportation Code, is

83R31348 JTS-D 14
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Sec. 548.251. DEPARTMENT TO MAINTAIN DATABASE [RRESVEIDS

e s The department

shall maintain an electronic database to which inspection stations

may electronically submit the information required by Section
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SECTION 26. Section 548,252, Transportation Code, 1is

amended to read as follows:

Sec. 548.252. ISSUANCE | " VEHICLE

INSPECTION REPORTS e Pt e EoRMS] .

b

(a) The department by rule shall reguire an inspection station to:

(1) issue a vehicle inspection report to the owner oxr

operator of each vehicle inspected by the station; and

(2) 1ssue a passing vehicle inspection report to the

owner or operator of each vehicle inspected by the station that

passes the inspections reguired by this chapter.

(b) The department may adopt rules regarding the issuance of

vehicle inspection reports, including rules providing for [Sabeirng

1o e n
T T

q

P o 11
T = =

T

T s B
= TR

ro 2 [ - N L . £
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SECTION 27. Section

N
IL\
98]
Bo
o
()

Transportation Code, is
amended to read as follows:

Sec. 548.253. INFORMATION TO BE SUBMITTED [RECGRBEB] ON

COMPLETION

k] OF INSPECTION [SERS b lohT e AND VERIEFCATION

E s An inspection station or inspector, on ccompletion of

[s5w=2ne] an nspection [eeridiecate—apdwers

H

teatdenform|, shall

electronically submit to the department's inspection databasc:

(1) the vehicle identification number of the inspected

vehicle and an indication of whether the wvehicle passed the

inspections required by this chapter |[maxe s—record—anadreport—as

P e e I S | s + Ao s rtmort ~F bl =W It £ 1 o — ] PR e T i W = = o
= ey T e e e b THHhropee T o e ———t
2 ~ 3] - A
3 ;oana
] 4 - B | 1, 2 1 1 S
(2) any additional e e TSI R RS

2] information required by rule
by the department for the type of vehicle inspected.

SECTION 28. Section 54£8.254, Transportation Coade, is
amended to read as follows:

Sec. 548.254, VALIDITY QF VEHICLE INSPECTION REPORT
[CERTIFICATE] . A vehicle [Ar] inspection report [eexrtifieste] is

invalid after the end of the 12th month following the month in which

3 3 £ E K - 3 - . K :
Ty Pt 21~ ot ~ ~ T O A SRRl == el el el ok il =)
the report [eexrssiieate]| 1s I1ssued. R AT
-
T i e i I e =t roamy oo oyt 7o e i A e I RSV el Sl i et o o 1oy haa i o ha
=g == — L L = gy X L_IL — 11 _I_J:[3 K= = 4 (= p—_ e ._JTJ‘-\. T- = 1T [P T S ) T ILA._\-‘ T gy
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[ ] send to the department a record, report, or
ther information required by the department.
SECTION 31. Section 548.301(c), Transportation Code, 1is
amecnaed to read as follows:

5

(c) A program established under this section must

B I S B SR include registration and

reregistration-based enforcement.

SECTION 32. Section 548,302, Transpocrtation Code, is
amended to read as follows:

Sec. 548.302. COMMISSION TO ADOPT STANDARDS AND
REQUIREMENTS. The commission shall:

(1) adopt standards for emissions-related inspection
criteria consistent with requirements of the Unlited States and the
conservation commission applicable to a county in which a program
is established under this subchapter; and

(2) develop and 1impose requirements necessary to

ensure that a passing vehicle [ar] inspection report [eexrt=fiecate]
1s not issued to a vehicle subject to a program established under

this subchapter and that information stating that a vehicle has

passed an 1lnspection is not submitted to the department's database

unless the vehicle has passed a motor vehicle emissions inspection
at a facility authorized and certified by the department.

SECTION 33. Sectilon 548.304, Transportation Code, is
amended to read as follows:

Scc. 548.304. STATIONS LICENSED TO CONDUCT EMISSTONS

INSPECTIONS. [+8+] The department may authorize and certify

83R31348 JTsS-D 18
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tions as necessary to implement the

At

inspection st
ecmissions-related 1inspection requirements of the motor wvehicle
emissions inspection and maintenance program established under
this subchapter if the station meets the department's certification

reguirements.

[{'1‘\‘ The Aoray+smeanmde ool 1 w oy ~vgo Ao oo + o
=t + B EAT T = = I e O e TS T = =
For = el ~ i I = oo o= = Fa o o ral e N P TN SR T Sl A= B SR ¥
[ S U - TR SR S W W gL A L -t 11 Wt = =ar— A AL e oy == _JL_I‘_ - 0 AT =4 - -/ = I =g }_"]'
. 1 . ) 1
- ” . e Ne e L - .
SECTION 34. Section 548.401, Transportation Code, 18

amended to read as follows:
Sec. 548.401. CERTIFICATION GENERALLY. A perscon may
perform an inspection, [e*] issue a vehicle [ar] inspection report,

or submit inspection information to the department's inspection

database [eextifiecate] only 1f certified to do so by the department
under rules adopted by the department.

SECTION 35. Section 548.407(d), Transportation Code, 1is
amended to read as follows:

(d) The department mav provide that a revocation or
suspension takes effect on receipt of notice under Subsection (b)
if the department finds that the action 1s necessary to prevent or
remedy a threat to public health, safety, or welfare. Violations
that present a threat to public health, safety, or welfare include:

(1) 1ssuing a passing vehicle [a®] inspection report

or submitting inspection information to the department's database

[cextifiecate] with knowledge that the issuance or submission 1is in

violation of this chapter or rules adopted under this chapter;

(2) falsely or fraudulently representing to the owner

83R31348 JTS-D 19
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or operator of a vehicle that equipment inspected or reqguired to be
inspected must be recpaired, adjusted, or replaced for the vehicle
To pass an inspection;

(3) 1ssuing a vehicle [ar] inspection report ox

submitting inspection infcormation to the department's database

[eexrtificare]:
(&) without authorization to issue the report or
submit the information [eextificatre]; or
(B) without inspecting the vehicle;
(4) issuing a passing vehicle [ar] 1nspection report

or submitting inspection information to the department's database

ficate] for a vehicle with knowledge that the vehicle has not

been repaired, adjusted, or corrected after an inspection has shown
a repalr, adjustment, or correction to be necessary;

(5) knowingly issuing a passing vchicle [ax]

inspection report or submitting inspection information to the

,]:

i

department's database [eexrsifiesn

(A)  for a vehicle without conducting an
inspection of each 1tem required to be lnspected; or

(B) for a wvehicle that 1s missing an 1item
required to be inspected or that has an 1tem required to be
inspected that is not in compliance with state law or department
rules;

(6) refusing to allow a vehicle's owner to have a

gualified person of the owner's choice make a recgquired repair,
adjustment, or correction;

(7) <charging for an inspection an amount greater than

83R31348 JTS-D 20
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SECTION 37. 548.502, Transportation Code, 15

amcnded to read as follows:

Sec. 548.502. INSPECTION BY POLITICAL SUBDIVISION OR STATE

AGENCY. A political subdivisicn or state agency for which the

department certifies an inspection station under Section 548.004:

(1) shall pay to the state [department—an aavance
payment—es]| $5.50 for each 1nspection under Sectilion 548.509
[eexrcificato pyouided o 1+]: and

(2) remainder of the

[eemputsery] Iinspection fee.

SECTION 38.

may not be reguired to pay the

Section 548.503, Transportation Code, 1S

amenaed to read as follows:

Sec. 548.503. INITIAL TWO-YEAR INSPECTION OF PASSENGER CAR

OR LIGHT TRUCK. f(a) The fee for inspection of a passenger car or

light truck under Section 548.102 shall be set by the department by

rule on or before September 1 of each vyear. A fee set by the

department under this subsection must be based on the costs of
I A S ceyrtifiecaresy| providing inspections|[+] and

administering the program, but may not be less than $21.75.

(b) QOut of ecach fee for an inspection under this section,
$14.75 shall be remitted to the state under Section 548.5009. [The
darnartmoant ch o 11 Y oY1l L RSVl SWaWal S ot = [ s el B + - mal- o = S i o o
= P_T_XJ. R T L = 2SI AT L L L \4“_].4. =% ) J_ll-._/br SR S S a3 — < 0 I Til—ALJ1 % L1l —L L pamy —
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(2) [43+] administering the program.

SECTION 41. Section 548.508, Transportation Code, 1s
amended to read as follows:
Sec. 548.508. DISPOSITICN CF FEES. Except as provided by

Sectilons 382.0622 and 382.202, Health and Safety Code, and Section

548.5055, each fee remitted to the comptroller [«

e
=

L
1
4]
0
L+

und

0]

e ¥ this subchapter shall be deposited to the credit
of the Texas mobility fund.
SECTION 42. Subchapter H, Chapter 548, Transportation Code,

1s amended by adding Section 548.509 to read as follows:

Sec. 548.509. COLLECTION OF FEL DURING REGISTRATION. The

Texas Department of Motor Vehicles or a county assessor-collector

that registers a motor vehicle that is subject to an inspection fee

under this chapter shall collect at the time of registration of the

motor vehicle the portion of the inspection fee that is reguired to

be remitted to the state. The Texas Department of Motor Vehicles ox

the county assessor-collector shall remit the fee to the

comptroller.

SECTION 43. Section 548.601(a), Transportation Code, 1s
amended to read as follows:

(a) A person, including an 1nspector or an inspection
station, commits an offense if the person:

(1) submits information to the department's inspection

database or 1issues a vehicle inspection report | — 3

extif-ieate] with knowledge that the submission or issuance 1s 1n

violation of this chapter or rules adopted under this chapter;

(2) falsely or fraudulently represents to the owner or

W
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operator of a vehicle that equipment inspected or reqguired to be
inspected must be repalred, adjusted, or replaced for the vehicle
to pass an inspection;

(3} misrepresents:
(A) material information 1in an application in
violation of Section 548.402 or 548.403; or
(B) 1information filed with the department under
this chapter or as reguired by department rule;

(4) submits information to the department's inspection

database or 1issues a vehicle inspection report |[ar—rcspection

cartlf 4 -~—-n].
: S e e )

(&) without authorization to 1lssue the report or

subm>t the information [eextfiecate]; 01
(B) without inspecting the vehicle;
(5) submits information to the department's inspection

database indicating that a vehicle has passed the applicable

inspections or 1issues a passing vehicle [&®] 1Inspection report

([eextificate] for a vehicle with knowledge that the vehicle has not
been repaired, adjusted, or corrected after an inspection has shown
a repalr, adjustment, or correctlion to be necessary;

(6) knowingly submits information to the department's

inspection database or 1issues a vehicle inspection report [==m

i = = X '
= +

1
s g

Hh

r e Rt il et -
| s e e ey e g g

= = g gy e .

(A) for a vehicle without conducting an
inspection of cach item required to be inspected; or
(B) for a wvehicle that 1s missing an 1tem

required to be inspected or that has an item reqguilred to be

83R31348 JTs-D 25
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inspected that 1s not In compliance with state law or department
rules;

(7) zrefuses to allow a vechicle's owner to have a
qualified person of the owner's choice make a required repair,
adjustment, or correction;

(8) charges for an inspection an amount greater than
the authorized fee; or

(9) performs an act prchibited by or fails to perform
an act reqguired by this chapter or a rule adopted under this

chapter.

(98]

ECTION 44. Sections 548.603(a), (b, and (c),
Transportation Code, are amended to read as follows:
(a) A person commits an offense 1f the person:

(1) presents to an official of this state or a

political subdivision of this state a vehicle inspection report
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or 1nsurance document Kknowing that the report
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e] or document is counterfeit, tampered with, altered,
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fictiticus, 1ssuea for another wvehicle, 1ssued for a vehicle
failing to meet all emissions inspection requirements, or issued in
violation of:

(A) this chapter, 7rules adopted under this
chapter, or other law of this state; or

(B) a law of another state, the United States,
the United Mexican States, a state of the United Mexlican States,
Canada, or a province of Canada;
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[43+] with intent to circumvent the emissions
inspection reguirements seeks an Iinspection of a vehilcle at a
station not certified to perform an emissions 1inspection 1f the
person knows that the vehicle 1s required to be 1nspected under
Section 548.301; or

(3) [4£3+] knowingly dces not comply with an emissions

inspection requirement for a vehicle[+o¥

[f"u\l I'q';"r —1'_"1('F‘ I ol \'7(‘\1’1';!“-[(‘\ —_ ';Y"fhf\f““‘"ﬁﬂ (‘V‘_%'F“If“:l"—ﬁ

——_ (SIS = T r l T =+ = TS Tt AT i e g s T

bt was ehdboaipan crowing chas the vendo oo o geesopet freet oo
(b) A person commits an offense if the person:

(1) makes or possesses, with the intent to sell,
circulate, or pass, a counterfeit wvehicle 1nspectlcn report
[eextificate] or insurance document; or

(2) possesses any part of a stamp, dye, plate,

negative, machine, or other device that 1s used or designated for

use in making a counterfeit vehicle inspection report [eextifieate]
Ccr lnsurance document.
(c) The owner of a vehicle commits an offense 1f the owner

knowingly allows the vehicle to be registered using a vehicle

Ircoccoctiorn TORorh e oton emd e Bhe e bibe e A opowe o
inspectiop—ecertifieare] in violation of Subsection (a).

SECTION 45. Secticn 548.603(f), Transportation Code, as
added by Chapter 851 (H.B. 1048), Acts of the 75th Legislature,

Regular Session, 1997, is amended to read as follows:

(f) Notwithstanding Subsection (c), an offense under

83R31348 JTS-D 27
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Subsection (a) (1) that involves a fictitious vehicle inspection
report [eertzfiease] 1s a Class B misdemeanor,

SECTION 46. Section 548.6035{(a), Transportation Code, 1s
amended to read as follows:

fa) A person commits an offense 1f, in connection with a
reguired emissions inspection of a motor wvehicle, the person
knowingly:

(1) submits information to the department's inspection

database stating that a wvehicle has passed the applicable

inspectlions or 1ssues a passing vehicle inspection report [praces

P Fal

= 2
= Tt = T T = T =TT

P =) + o o locead Py = mot oy aiok 3 lao
ity =5 ot = L s =t

QL

i
=

Hh

Gt
T =

i
= T

teaba], 1f:
(A) the wvehicle does not meet the emissions

reguirements cstablished by the department; or

(B) the person has not inspected the vehicle;
(2) manipulates an emiss.ons test result;
(3) uses o©r causes to be used emissions data from

another motor vehicle as a substitute for the motor vehicle being
inspected; or
(4) Dbypasses or circumvents a fuel cap test.
SECTION 47. Section 623.011(d), Transportation Code, 1is
amended to read as follows:
(d) When the department issues a permit under this section,
the department shall issue a sticker to be placed on the front

windshield of the vehicle [abevetheinspection cexrtificate —sonea

B The department shall design the form of the

sticker to aid in the enforcement of weight limits for vehicles.
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SECTION 48. Section 683.051, Transportation Code, 1s
amended to read as follows:
Sec. 683.051. APPLICATION FCR AUTHORIZATION TO DISPOSE OF
CERTAIN MOTOR VEHICLES. A person may apply to the department for
authority:

(1) to sell, give away, or dispose of a motor vehicle
to a motor vehicle demolisher if:

(A) the person owns the motor vehicle and the
certificate of title to the vehicle is lost, destroyed, or faulty;
or

(B) the vehicle i1s an abandoned motor vehicle and
is:

(1) 1in the possession of the person; or
(11) located on property owned by the
person; or
(2) to dispose of a motor vehicle to a motor vehicle

demolisher for demolition, wrecking, or dismantling if:

(A) the abandoned motor vehicle:
(i} 1s in the possession of the person;
(11) is more than eight years old;

(1ii) either has no motor or 1s otherwise
totally inoperable or does not comply with all applicable air

pollution emissions control related reguirements included in[+

L o= + o LR S A A= 1o - b Y ool ¥y oot o PR s Ol ot ey A8 =
M= L==g o 3 - T 3= S J_Iln_)t_}\..\, —_— T 1T == \_,\_j_LA.J_J_ TLL T 1 =y I TS & JALA.E = =N -
Pt = o= = s = Y Y ot oot T o RS I S AR T o e B IRV o= + o + -
RS LIRS e 2 p == L = T T LAAA_JRJ\-\_\.—L\JIJ £ = = = I - L - Sup-S—— o = L1
wehieclo wingohiotdy oy [(Bh1] the vehicle emissions inspection ana
malntenance requirements contailned in the Public Safety
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Commission's motor vehicle emissions inspection and maintcnance
program under Subchapter F, Chapter 548, or the state's air quality
state implementation plan; and
{iv) was authorized to be towed by a law
enforcement agency; and
(B) the law enforcement agency approves the
application.

SECTION 49. Section 683.071, Transportation Code, as
amended by Chapters 720 (H.B. 787) and 753 (H.B. 1376), Acts of the
82nd Legislature, Regular Session, 2011, 1s reenacted and amended
to read as follows:

Sec. ©83.071. DEFINITION AND APPLICABILITY. (a) In this
subchapter, "junked vehicle" means a vehicle that:

(1) 1s self-propelled; and
(2) is:
(A) wrecked, dismantled or partially dismantled,
or discarded; or
(B) inoperable and has remained inoperable for
more than:
(1] 72 consecutive hours, 1f the vehicle is
on public property; or
(ii) 30 consecutive days, if the vehicle is
on private property.

(b) For purposes of this subchapter, "junked wvehicle"
includes a motor vehicle, aircraft, or watercraft. This subchapter
applies only to:

(1) a motor vehicle that displays an expired license

83R31348 JTS-D 30



=

10

11

13

14

16

18

19

20

21

22

[R]
[8)]

.
-1

H.B. Ne. 2305

plﬂte |—r\'r 1zl 1A et Ay vl g 1l e d e eyt
a T P o e e e = S 4 21 T A o g e I -y I3 Qe

icate] or does not

display a license plate [er—meter—ehicle tnopectioncortifieate];

(2) an alrcraft that does not have lawfully printed on
the aircraft an unexpired federal aircraft identification number
registered undex Federal Aviaticon Administration aircraft

registration regulations in 14 C.F.R. Part 47; or
(3) awatercraft that:
(A) does not have lawfullyv on board an unexpired
certificate of number; and
(B} 1s not a watercraft described by Section
31.055, Parks and Wildlife Code.

SECTION 50. The following statutes are repealead:

(1) Section 548.053(c), Transportation Code;

{2) Section 548.255, Transportation Coce;

(3) Section 548.257, Transportation Code;

(4) Section 548.602, Transportation Code;

(5) Section 548.603(e) (2), Transportation Code;

(6) Section 548.603(f), Transportation Code, as added

by Chapter 1069 (S.B. 1856), Acts of the 75th Legislature, Regular
Session, 1997; and
(7) Section 548.605, Transportation Code.

SECTION 51. Article 45.003, Code of (Criminal Procedure,
Section 103.0213, Government Code, and Sections 521.3465,
521.3466, 548.601, 548.0603, and 548.6035, Transportation Code, as
amended by this Act, and the repeal by this Act of Sections 548.602
and 548.605, Transportation Code, apply only to an cffense

committed on or after March 1, 2015. An offense committed before
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March 1, 2015, 1s governed by the law in effect on the date the
offense was committed, and the former law 1s continued 1in effect for
that purpose. For purposes of this section, an offense was
committed before Marcn 1, 2015, 1f any element of the offense
occurred before that date.

SECTION 52. To the extent of any conflict, this Act prevails
over another Act of the 83ra Legislature, Regular Session, 2013,
relating to nonsubstantive additions to and corrections in enacted
codes.

SECTION 53. (a) Except as provided by Subsection (c¢) of
this section, not later than March 1, 2014, the Texas Department of
Motor Vehicles, the Department of Public Safety of the State of
Texas, and the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality shall
adopt rules necessary to implement the changes in law made by this
Act.

(b) Not later than March 1, 2014, the Department of Public
Safety shall create the database described by Section 548.251,
Transportation Code, as amended by this Act, and require inspection
stations to submit to the database the information regquired by
Section 548.253, Transportation Code, as amended by this Act.

(c) Not later than January 1, 2014, the Department of Public
Safety shall adopt rules relating to the proof reguired by Section
548.104(d) (3}, Transportation Cocde, as added by this Act.

(d) Except as otherwise provided by Subsections (e) and (f)
of this section, this Act takes effect March 1, 2015.

(e} Subsections f(a), (b), and (c) of this section take

effect September 1, 2013.

83R31348 JTS-D 32
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(f) The change 1in law made by Section 548.104(d)(3),
Transportation Code, as added by this Act, takes effect September
1, 2014, and applies only to a vehicle inspected on or after that

date.
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SECTION 1. Section 548.104(d), Transportation Code, is
amended to read as follows:

(d) An inspection station or inspector may not issue an
inspection certificate tor a vehicle equipped with:

(1) a carburetion device permitting the use of liquefied gas
alone or interchangeably with another fuel, unless a valid
liquefied gas tax decal issued by the comptroller is attached to
the lower right-hand corner of the front windshield of the
vehicle on the passenger side; [e¥]

Associated CCR Draft: 83R31348

House Bill 2305
Conference Committee Report
Section-by-Section Analysis

SENATE VERSION (IE)

SECTION 1. Section 548.104. Transportation Code, is
amended to read as follows: [FAL1(1)]

Sec. 548.104. EQUIPMENT-RELATED PREREQUISITES
TO ISSUANCE OF PASSING VEHICLE INSPECTION
REPORT |CERTHACATE].

(a) The commission shall adopt uniform standards of safety
applicable to each item required to be inspected by Section
548.051. The standards and the list of items to be inspected
shall be posted in each inspection station.

(b) An inspection station or inspector may issue a_passing
vehicle [an] inspection report [eertificate] only if the vehicle
is inspected and found to be in proper and safe condition
and to comply with this chapter and the rules adopted under
this chapter.

(¢) An inspection station or inspector may inspect only the
equipment required to be inspected hy Section 548.051 and
may not:

(1) falsely and fraudulently represent to an applicant that
equipment required to be inspected must be repaired,
adjusted, or replaced before the vehicle will pass inspection;
or

(2) require an applicant to have another part of the vehicle
or other equipment inspected as a prerequisite for issuance
of a passing vehicle fan] inspection report [eertificatel.

(d) An inspection station or inspector may not issue @ passing
vehicle [aw] inspection report [eertificate] for a vehicle
equipped with:

(1) a carburetion device permitting the use of liquefied gas
alone or interchangeably with another fuel. unless a valid
liquefied gas tax decal issued by the comptroller is attached to
the lower right-hand corner of the front windshield of the
vehicle on the passenger side: [or]

CONFERENCE

SECTION 1. Same as Senate version.

13.144.718
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(2) a sunscreening device prohibited by Section 547.613,
except that the department by rule shall provide procedures
for issuance of an inspection certificate for a vehicle exempt
under Section 547.013(c¢); or

(3) a compressed natural gas container unless the owner
demonstrates in accordance with departinent rules proot:

(A) that:

(1) the container has met the inspection requirements under 49
C.F.R. Section 571.304: and

(i) the manufacturer's recommended service life for the
container, as stated on the container label required by 49
C.I'.R. Section 571.304, has not expired; or

(B) that the vehicle is a fleet vehicle for which the tleet
operator _employs a technician certified to inspect the
container.

No equivalent provision.

No equivalent provision.

Associated CCR Dratft: 83R31348

House Bill 2305
Conference Committee Report
Section-by-Section Analysis

SENATE VERSION (IE)

(2) a sunscreening device prohibited by Section 547.613,
except that the department by rule shall provide procedures
for issuance of « passing vehicle fan] inspection report
Jeertifieate] for a vehicle exempt under Section 547.613(c¢); or
(3) a compressed natural gas container unless the owner

(A) that:

(i) the container has met the inspection requirements under 49
C.T.R. Section 571.304; and

(i) the manufacturer's recommended service life for the
container, as stated on the container label required by 49
C.F.R. Section 571.304, has not expired: or

(B) that the vehicle is a fleet vehicle for which the fleet
operator _employs a technician certified to inspect the
container.

(e) The department shall adopt rules relating to inspection
of and issuance of a_vehicle [aw] inspection report
[eertificate] for a moped. [TA1(2)]

SECTION . Article 45.003. Code of Criminal Procedure. is
amended to read as follows:

Art. 45.003. DEFINITION FOR CERTAIN
PROSECUTIONS.  For purposes of dismissing a charge
under Section 502407 |er—548-605], Transportation Code,
"day" does not include Saturday, Sunday. or a legal holiday.
[FAT(4)]

SECTION . Subsection (d), Section 51.207, Education
Code, is amended to read as follows:

(d) This subsection applics only to a public institution of

higher education campus that is not covered by Subsection

CONFERENCE

SECTION 2. Same as Senate version.

SECTION 3. Same as Senate version except for recitation.

13.144.718
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No equivalent provision.

Associated CCR Draft: 83R31348

House Bill 2305
Conference Committee Report
Section-by-Section Analysis

SENATE VERSION (1)

(b). The institution may not issue a permit to a student of the
institution for driving or parking a motor vehicle on
institutional property unless the institution provides written
notice to the student that failure to register the vehicle in this
state [er m—éﬁﬁiﬂy—d—bmaﬁem—aad—&ppmpﬁﬁe—wm

= 548, Franspoertaton—Code. |
may woldte stdle law if thc owner of the vehicle resides in this
state. [FA1(4)]

SECTION . Section 103.0213. Government Code. is
amended to read as follows:

Sec. 103.0213.  ADDITIONAL FEES AND COSTS IN
CRIMINAL OR CIVIL CASES:  TRANSPORTATION
CODE. An accused or defendant, or a party to a civil suit, as
applicable. shall pay the following fees and costs under the
Transportation Code if ordered by the court or otherwise
required:

(1) administrative fee on dismissal of charge of driving with
an cxpired motor vehicle registration (Sec. 502.407.
Transportation Code) . . . not to exceed $20:

(2) administrative fee on dismissal of charge of driving with
an expired driver's license (Sec. 521.026, Transportation
Code) . .. not to exceed $20:

[3} {aéhn%nis{mtive Pee—eﬁ—remew&mm—&f—ehafge—e%—dwtww;
Irﬂnxqmmmﬂﬂ—(—ede} —ﬂe{—te—e*«.—eed%%(-l—

[¢8] administrative fee for failure to appear for a complaint
or citation on certain offenses (Sec. 706.006, Transportation
Code) . .. $30 for each violation: and

(4) [33] administrative fee for failure to pay or satisfy certain
judgments (Sec. 706.006, Transportation Code) . . . $30.

L]

CONFERENCE

SECTION 4. Same as Senate version.
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No equivalent provision.

No equivalent provision.

Associated CCR Draft: 83R31348

House Bill 2305
Conference Committee Report
Section-by-Section Analysis

SENATE VERSION (1E)

[FAL(4)]

SECTION . Subscction (a), Section 382.0622, Health and
Safety Code. is amended to read as follows:

(a) Clean Air Act fees consist of:

(1) fees collected by the commission under Sections 382.062,
382.0621, 382.202, and 382.302 and as otherwise provided by
law;

(2)  $2 of each fee [advance—payment] collected for
inspections of [by—the—Department—ofPublie—Satety—or
inspection-eertifieates—for| vehicles other than mopeds under
Section 548.501, Transportation Code; and

(3) fees collected that are required under Section 185 of the
federal Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. Section 7511d). [FAL(4)]

SECTION . Subsections (d) and (l). Section 382.202.
Health and Safety Code, are amended to read as follows:

(d) On adoption of a resolution by the commission and after
proper notice, the Department of Public Safety of the State of
Texas shall implement a system that requires, as a condition
of obtaining a passing vehicle |[safety| inspection report
|[eertificate] issued under Subchapter €, Chapter 548,
Transportation Code, in a county that is included in a vehicle
emissions inspection and maintenance program  under
Subchapter F of that chapter, that the vehicle, unless the
vehicle is not covered by the system. be annually or biennially
inspected under the wvehicle emissions inspection and
maintenance program as required by the state's air quality
state implementation plan. The Department of Public Safety
shall implement such a system when it is required by any

CONFERENCE.

SECTION 5. Same as Senate version except for recitation.

SECTION 6. Same as Senate version except for recitation.

13.144.718
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No equivalent provision.

No equivalent provision.

Associated CCR Dratft: 83R31348

House Bill 2305
Conference Committee Report
Section-by-Section Analysis

SENATE VERSION (IE)

provision of federal or state law. including any provision of

the state's air quality state implementation plan.

(1) Except as provided by this subsection, a person who sells
or transfers ownership of a motor vehicle for which a passing
vehicle [emissions| inspection report |certifieate] has been
issued is not liable for the cost of emission control system
repairs that are required for Ihe \rL‘hILlL sub‘;cquuntl\’ to
receive a passing report [ 5 site].
This subsection does not apply to repfnra that are required
because emission control equipment or devices on the vehicle

were removed or tampered with before the sale or transfer of

the vehicle. |FAT(4)]

SECTION . Subsection (d), Section 382.205. Health and
Safety Code, is amended to read as follows:

(d) The Department of Public Safety ot the State of Texas by
rule shall adopt:

(1) testing procedures in accordance with motor vehicle
emissions testing equipment specifications; and

(2) procedures for issuing a vehicle [or-denyingan-emissions|
inspection report following aiemissions inspection and
submitting_information to the inspection database described
by Section 548.251, Transportation Code. following an
emissions inspection [eertHiente]. [FA1(4)]

SECTION . Subsections (b) and (d). Section 382.220,
Health and Safety Code, are amended to read as follows:

(b) A program under this section must be implemented in
consultation with the commission and may include a program
to:

CONFERENCE

SECTION 7. Same as Senate version except for recitation.

SECTION 8. Same as Senate version except for recitation,

1
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Associated CCR Draft; 83R31348

House Bill 2305
Conference Committee Report
Section-by-Section Analysis

SENATE VERSION (1)

(1) expand and enhance the AirCheck Texas Repair and
Replacement Assistance Program:

(2)  develop and implement programs or systems that
remotely determine vehicle emissions and notify the vehicle's
operator;

(3) develop and implement projects to implement the
commission's smokim__, \«-‘ehicle pmgmm‘

du_cctor of the Depdmnenl of Publlc S'n‘_e_t_y_ 101 LO()IdmclllnE‘

with local law enforcement officials to reduce the use of

counterfelt egnstmn on insignia and vehicle inspection reports
[s ; kers| by providing local law enforcement
ommai% with funds to identify vehicles with counterfeit
registration insignia_and vehicle inspection reports |state
spection-stickers| and to carry out appropriate actions;

(5) develop and implement programs to enhance
transportation system improvements; or

(6) develop and implement new air control strategics
designed to assist local areas in complying with state and
federal air quality rules and regulations.

(d)y Fees collected under Sections 382.202 and 382.302 may
be used, in an amount not to exceed $5 million per fiscal year,
for projects described by Subsection (b). The fees shall be
made available only to counties participating in the low-
income vehicle repair assistance. retrofit, and accelerated
vehicle retirement programs created under Section 382.209
and only on a matching basis. whereby the commission
provides money to a county in the same amount that the
county dedicates to a project authorized by Subsection {b).
The commission may reduce the match requirement for a
county that proposes to develop and implement independent

test facility fraud detection programs, including the use of

CONFERENCE

13.

144,718
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No equivalent provision.

Associated CCR Drali: 83R31348
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SENATE VERSION (IE)

remote sensing technology for coordinating with law
enforcement officials to detect, prevent, and prosecute the use
of counterfeit registration insignia and vehicle inspection

reports |state-inspeetionstiekers|. [FAT(4)]

SECTION . Subsections (d) and (e). Section 2308.253,
Occupations Code, are amended to read as follows:

(d) Except as provided by a contract described by Subsection
(e). a parking facility owner may not have a vchicle removed
from the parking facility merely because the vehicle does not
display|:

[(H] an unexpired license plate or registration insignia issued
for the vehicle under Chapter 502, Transportation Code. or the
vehicle registration law of another state or country[:or
[(2)—a—valid—vehicle —inspection —certificate —issued—under

(e) A contract provision providing for the removal from a
parking facility of a vehicle that does not display an unexpired
license plate or registration insignia [er—a—valid-inspeetion
certifieate| is valid only if the provision requires the owner or
operator of the vehicle to be given at least 10 days' written
notice that the vehicle will be towed from the facility at the
vehicle owner's or operator's expense if it is not removed from
the parking facility. The notice must be:

(1) delivered in person to the owner or operator of the
vehicle; or

(2) sent by certified mail, return receipt requested, to that
owner or operator. [FAL(4)]

CONFERENCE
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SECTION . Subsection  (a), Section 501.030,
Transportation Code, is amended to read as follows:

(a) Before a motor vehicle that was last registered or titled in
another state or country may be titled in this state. [the
applicant—must furnish] the county assessor-collector shall
verify that the vehicle has passed the inspections required by
Chapter 548, as indicated in the Department of Public Safety's
inspection database under Section 548.251 |with-a-veritieation

formunder-Section 548256, |FA1(4)]
SECTION . Section 502.0023, Transportation Code, is

amended by adding Subsection (j) to read as follows:

(i) A motor vehicle, semitrailer, or trailer registered under this
section is subject to the inspection requirements of Chapter
548 as if the vehicle, semitrailer, or trailer were registered
without extended registration.  The department and the

to_enforce the inspection requirements of Chapter 348 for
motor vehicles, semitrailers, and trailers registered under this
section. The department may assess a fee to cover the
department's _administrative _costs ol _implementing  this
subsection. [FAI(4).FA2]

SECTION . The heading to Section 502.0023,
Transportation Code. is amended. [Amended by FA1(4) and
then deleted by FA2]|

SECTION . Subsections (a) and (b). Section 502.0023,

CONFERENCE
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Transportation Code. are amended. [Amended by FAT(4) and
then deleted by FA2]

SECTION . Section 502.047. Transportation Code. is
amended to read as follows:

Sec. 502.047. RLEGISTRATION-BASED ENFORCEMENT
OF MOTOR VEHICLE [EMISSIONS| INSPECTION [AND
MAINTENANCE] REQUIREMENTS. (a) The department
and the Department of Public Safety shall ensure compliance
with the motor vehicle inspection requirements under Chapter
548, including compliance with the motor vehicle emissions
inc.pc.c,tion and nminlumncc pmgmm under Subdmpter I of

sy stem [ 5 :
a&—pmwded by this sectteﬁef—&ethen "\48 sOH—%ubseeHem

Commission—en—Envirommental—Quality - or —the—gevernor

mmgﬁf%hﬂ%ed—eﬂm&%ﬂ#ﬂi@—ﬁrogmiﬂ—ﬂﬂdﬂ%e
subseetions—on—the—date—the—United—States—Emvironmental
Pre{e«:ﬂen—ﬁf&em—v— ewe&—&he—l—e*a%—(—enmuwon on
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(b) A motor vehicle may not be registered if the department
receives from the Texas Commission on Environmental
Quality or the Department of Public Safety notification that
the registered owner of the vehicle has not complied with
| Subehapter F,| Chapter 548.

(¢) A motor vehicle may not be registered if the vehicle was
denied registration under Subsection (b) unless verification is
received that the registered vehicle owner is in compliance
with [Subehaptert;| Chapter 548.

enter into an agreement regarding the timely submission by
the Department of Public Safety of inspection compliance

(d-1) The department, the Texas Commission on
Environmental Quality, and the Department of Public Safety
shall enter an agreement regarding the responsibilities for
costs associated with implementing this section,

(e) A county tax assessor-collector is not liable to any person
for refusing to register a motor vehicle because of the person's
failure to provide verification of the person's compliance with
[ Sttbehapterts] Chapter 548, [FA ()]

SECTION . Subsection  (¢), Scction  502.059,
Transportation Code. is amended to read as follows:

(c) Except as provided by Subsection (f), the registration
insignia for validation of a license plate shall be attached to
the inside of the vehicle's windshield, if the vehicle has a
windshield, in the lower left corner in a manner that will not

obstruct the vision of the driver [withinsix-inehes-efthe-plaee

placed]. 11 the vehicle does not have a windshield, the owner,

10
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SENATE VERSION (11%)

when applying for registration or renewal of registration, shall
notify the department, and the department shall issue a
distinctive device for attachment to the rear license plate of
the vehicle. [FAIL(4)]

SECTION . The heading to Section 521.3465,
Transportation Code. is amended to read as follows:
Sec. 521.3465. AUTOMATIC  SUSPENSION  ON

CONVICTION OF CERTAIN OFFENSES INVOLVING
FICTITIOUS MOTOR VEHICLE LICENSE PLATES.
REGISTRATION INSIGNIA, OR VEHICLE [SAKEFY|
INSPECTION REPORTS [CERFHICATES]. [FA1(4)]

SECTION . Subsection  (a). Section  521.3465,
Transportation Code, is amended to read as tollows:

(a) A license is automatically suspended on final conviction
of the license holder of:

(1) an offense under Section 502.475(a)(4) [56240%aH]:
or

(2) an offense under Section 548.603(a)(1) that involves a
fictitious wvehicle [safety] inspection report [eertitieate].
[FAL(4)]

SECTION . Subsection  (a), Section 521.3466.
Transportation Code, is amended to read as follows:

(a) A license is automatically revoked on final conviction of
the license holder of an offense under Section 37.10, Penal
Code, if the governmental record was a motor vehicle license
plate or registration insignia. within the meaning of Chapter

Il
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502. or a vehicle |safety| inspection report |eertifieate|, within
the meaning of Chapter 548. [FAL(4)]

SECTION . Section 548.001, Transportation Code. is
amended by adding Subdivision (10) to read as follows:

(10) "Vehicle inspection report" means a report issued by an
inspector or an impcui(m station for a vc.hicle thzlt indicaleﬂ;

SECTION . Subsection (¢). Section 548.004,
Transportation Code, is amended to read as follows:

(¢c) The facility may inspect only a vehicle owned by the
political subdivision or state agency. [Anr-efheer—employee:
or-hspector—of-thesubdivisionor ageney-may—hot-place—an

inspection-certificate received-from-the-department-underthis
section-on-a-vehicle not-owned by-the subdivision-or agenecy: |
[FAT(4)]

SECTION . Subsection  (a)., Section 548,053,
Transportation Code. is amended to read as follows:

(a) If an inspection discloses the necessity for adjustment,
correction, or repair, an inspection station or inspector may
not issue a passing vehicle inspection report [an—inspeetion
eertifieate| until the adjustment, correction, or repair is made.
The owner of the vehicle may have the adjustment, correction,
or repair made by a qualitied person of the owner's choice.
subject to reinspection. The vehicle shall be reinspected once
free of charge within 15 days after the date of the original

12
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inspection, not including the date the original inspection is
made, at the same inspection station after the adjustment.
correction, or repair is made. [FA1(4)]

SECTION . The heading to Subchapter C, Chapter 548,
Transportation Code, is amended to read as follows:
SUBCHAPTER  C. PERIODS  OF INSPECTION;
PREREQUISITES TO ISSUANCE OF PASSING VEHICLE
INSPECTION REPORT [CERTIEICATE] [FA1(4)]

SECTION . Section 548.101. Transportation Code. is
amended to read as follows:

Sec. 548.101. GENERAL ONE-YEAR INSPECTION
PERIOD.  Except as provided by Section 548.102, the
department  shall require an annual inspection. The
department shall set the periods of inspection and may make
rules with respect to those periods. The rules must provide
that a vehicle owner may obtain an inspection not earlier than
90 days before the date of expiration of the vehicle's
registration. [FAT(4)]

SECTION . Section 548.103. Transportation Code, is
amended to read as follows:

Sec. 548.103. EXTENDED INSPECTION PERIOD TFOR
CERTAIN VEHICLES. The department may extend the time

-

13
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SECTION 21. Section 548.101, Transportation Code, is
amended to read as follows:

Sec. 548.101. GENERAL ONE-YLEAR INSPECTION
PERIOD. Except as provided by Section 548.102. the
department  shall require an annual inspection. The
department shall set the periods of inspection and may make
rules with respect to those periods. The rules must provide
that:

(1) a vehicle owner may obtain an inspection not earlier than
90 days before the date of expiration of the vehicle's
registration; and

(2) a used motor vehicle sold by a dealer, as _defined by
Section 503.001, must be inspected in the 180 days preceding
the date the dealer sells the vehicle.

SECTION 22. Same as Senate version.
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within which the resident owner of a vehicle that is not in this
state when an inspection is required must obtain a vehicle [an]
inspection report [eertiticate] in this state. [FA1(4)]

SECTION . Section 548.105. Transportation Code. is
amended to read as follows:
Sec. 548.105. EVIDENCE OoF FINANCIAL

RESPONSIBILITY AS PREREQUISITE TO ISSUANCE OF
PASSING ~ VEHICLE INSPECTION REPORT
[CERFHHCATE]. (a) An inspection station or inspector may
for a vehicle unless the owner or operator furnishes evidence
of financial responsibility at the time of inspection. Evidence
of financial responsibility may be shown in the manner
specified under Section 601.053(a). A personal automobile
insurance policy used as evidence of financial responsibility
must be written for a term of 30 days or more as required by
Section 1952.054 [Astiele-5:06], Insurance Code.

(b) An inspection station is not liable to a person. including a
third party, for issuing a passing vehicle [ar] inspection report
[certifieate| in reliance on evidence of financial responsibility
furnished to the station. An inspection station that is the seller
of a motor vehicle may rely on an oral insurance binder.

[FAL(H)]

SECTION . The heading to Subchapter L. Chapter 548,
Transportation Code, is amended to read as follows:
SUBCHAPTER E.  ISSUANCE[—RECORDING—AND

PROOE] OF  VEHICLE INSPECTION  REPORTS;

SUBMISSION OF INFORMATION TO DEPARTMENT

14
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DATABASE [CERFHICATES —AND—VERIHCAHON
FORMS| [FAT(4))

SECTION . Section 548.251, Transportation Code, is
amended to read as follows:
Sec.  548.251. DEPARTMENT  TO  MAINTAIN

DATABASE [PROVADE INSPECTION—CERTHICATES
ANDVERHICATION-—FHORMS].  The department shall
maintain an electronic database to which inspection stations
may electronically submit the information required by Section

q43 ’?i"% W@Mh—&mheredm&ma—e&mm%—aﬂé

[{—1}—Q—H_sl+tele—m‘vpeeted—mde+%ubdmp{ef—l—] [FAT(H)]

SECTION . Section 548.252 Transportation Code, is
amended to read as follows:
Sec.  548.252. ISSUANCE  [SAEEKEEPING—AND

L—Q#—I—RG{J OF V[i[[ICLl_; [N’SPFCTION REPORTS
€ ATk ORMS]. (a) The
deartmcm by Iult, shall require an m‘:nt‘(,[l(m station to:

(1) issue a vehicle inspection report to the owner or operator
of each vehicle inspected by the station; and

(2) issue a passing vehicle inspection report to the owner or
operator of each vehicle inspected by the station that passes
the inspections required by this chapter.

(b) The department may adopt rules regarding the issuance of
vehicle inspection reports, including rules providing for [On

[5
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SENATE VERSION (1)
baag—keensed—aa—m@e&m OF O S PECHOH- S O

[H}—pmwde tor] the format dnd safekeeping of the reports

|(~4—)—emule—%l+a{—the—eeﬁ+nezﬂes—ané ~forms—are—issted—in
accordance-with-departinentriles]. [FAT(4)]

SECTION . Section 548.253. Transportation Code, is
amended to read as follows:

Sec. 548.253.  INFORMATION TO BE SUBMITTED
[RECORDED] ON (()\1I’IIII(JN [ISSUT‘-\N-@F] OF

INSPECTION  [EERHHE ATHON
EORM|. An inspection station or nmpcctor on completion of
[ssuing] an inspection [eertHieate-and-verHieationtorm|, shall
electronically submit to the department's inspection database:

(1) the vehicle identification number of the inspected vehicle
and an indication of whether the wvehicle passed the

inspections required by this chapter [make-arecord-and-repert

eeﬂiﬁe&&e—i&%ﬂedf and

(2) any additional [include—in—theinspeetion—certicate—and
veriication—torm—the| information required by rule by the

department for the type of vehicle inspected. [FAT(4)]

SECTION . Section 548.254. Transportation Code, is
amended to read as follows:

16
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Sec. 548.254.  VALIDITY OF VEHICLE INSPECTION
REPORT [EERHHHCATFE]. A vehicle [An] inspection report
[eeirtirﬁeate] is invalid .1I‘ler the end oI‘ t}u. I’th m(mth

[An —tm«ed—m%peeﬂen cemh&&e—repreqemmg—d—p?ewwﬁ
v-pot-beissted-ntterthe-beginning-otthe
He*{—pem-r-d-] [F x'\]{-1}}

SECTION . Section 548.256, Transportation Code. is
amended to read as follows:

Sec. 548.256. PROOF OF INSPECTION [VERHHCATION
EORM| REQUIRED TO REGISTER VEHICLE.  [¢a)]
Before a vehicle [that is brought-inte-this state-by-a—person
other-than-a-manufacturer-orimporter] may be registered, the

Texas Department of Motor Vehicles or the county assessor-
collector registering the vehicle shall verify that the vehicle
has passed the inspections required by this chapter, as
indicated in the department's inspection database. I the
database information is not available, the owner of the vehicle

may present a vehicle inspection report issued for the vehicle[s

the owner must -have—the—vehicle—inspected —and—have—the
mspection statten—record—the -ﬁﬂ“ﬁ-\’vﬂ%g—meﬂ—ﬁﬂ—ﬁ

[f—ﬂ—mhei—m*wm&&% ihe—d-eprﬂil—}ﬂeﬂ-l—Fecw]
[(b)-An-inspection-station-may-not issue-the-verifieation form
unless—thevehicle-complies—with-the spectionrequirements
of this-ehapter-| [IFA1(4)]
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SECTION . Subsection  (b), Section 548,258,
Transportation Code, is amended to read as tollows:

(b) The department may adopt rules to require an inspection
station to use the state electronic Internet portal to[:
[(H—purehase inspection-eertiieates:or

[(23] send to the department a record. report, or other
information required by the department. [FAT(4)]

SECTION . Subsection  (c),  Section  548.301,
Transportation Code, is amended to read as follows:
(c) A program established under this section must

[Subseetion—{b—or—tb—H—may| include registration and

reregistration-based enforcement. [FA1(4)]

SECTION . Section 548.302, Transportation Code, is
amended to read as follows:

Sec. 548.302. COMMISSION TO ADOPT STANDARDS
AND REQUIREMENTS. The commission shall:

(1) adopt standards for emissions-related inspection criteria
consistent with requirements of the United States and the
conservation commission applicable to a county in which a
program is established under this subchapter; and

(2) develop and impose requirements necessary to ensure that
a passing vehicle [ar] inspection report [eettifieate] is not
issued to a vehicle subject to a program established under this
subchapter and that information stating that a wvehicle has
passed an_inspection is not submitted to the department's
database unless the wvehicle has passed a motor vehicle
emissions inspection at a facility authorized and certified by
the department. |FAT(4)]

CONFERENCE
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SECTION . Section 548304, Transportation Code. is
amended to read as follows:

Sec. 548.304.  STATIONS LICENSED TO CONDUCT
EMISSIONS INSPECTIONS.  [ta}] The department may
authorize and certity inspection stations as necessary to

implement the emissions-related inspection requirements of

the motor vehicle emissions inspection and maintenance
program established under this subchapter if the station meets
the department's certification requirements.

[b)—F ) S i

: issuane sified by the
department:| [FA1(4)]

SECTION . Section 548.401. Transportation Code, is
amended to read as follows:

Sec. 548.401. CERTIFICATION GENERALLY. A person
may perform an inspection, [e] issue a vehicle [an] inspection
report, or submit inspection information to the department's
inspection database [eertiieate] only it certified to do so by
the department under rules adopted by the department.
[FAT()]

SECTION i Subsection  (d), Section  548.407,
Transportation Code. is amended to read as follows:

(d)  The department may provide that a revocation or
suspension takes cffect on receipt of notice under Subsection
(b) il the department finds that the action is necessary to
prevent or remedy a threat to public health, safety. or welfare.

19
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Violations that present a threat to public health. safety. or
wellare include:

(1) issuing a passing vehicle [an] inspection report or
submitting inspection information to the department's database
[eertificate] with knowledge that the issuance or submission is
in violation of this chapter or rules adopted under this chapter;
(2) falsely or fraudulently representing to the owner or
operator of a vehicle that equipment inspected or required to
be inspected must be repaired, adjusted. or replaced for the
vehicle to pass an inspection;

(3) issuing a vehicle [an] inspection report or submitting
inspection _information  to  the department's database
[eertifteate]:

(A) without authorization to issue the report or submit the
information |eestifieate]; or

(B) without inspecting the vehicle:

(4) issuing a passing vchicle [as] inspection report or
submitting inspection information to the department's database
|eertifieate] for a vehicle with knowledge that the vehicle has
not been repaired. adjusted, or corrected after an inspection
has shown a repair, adjustment. or correction to be necessary:
(5) knowingly issuing a passing vehicle |a#] inspection report
or_submitting inspection information to the department's
database |eertificate]:

(A) for a vehicle without conducting an inspection of each
item required to be inspected: or

(B) for a vehicle that is missing an item required to be
inspected or that has an item required to be inspected that is
not in compliance with state law or department rules:

(6) refusing to allow a vehicle's owner to have a qualified
person of the owner's choice make a required repair,
adjustment. or correction;

CONFERENCE
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(7) charging for an inspection an amount greater than the
authorized fee:

(8) a violation of Subchapter F;

(9) a violation of Section 548.603; or

(10) a conviction of a felony or a Class A or B misdemeancr
that directly relates to or affects the duties or responsibilities
of a vehicle inspection station or inspector or a conviction of a
similar crime under the jurisdiction of another state or the
federal government. [FAI(4)]

SECTION . Section 548.501, Transportation Code, is
amended to read as follows:

Sec. 548.501. INSPECTION FEES GENERALLY. (a)
Fxcept as provided by Sections 548.503 and 548.504, the fee
for inspection of a motor vehicle other than a moped is
$12.50. The fee for inspection of a moped is $5.75. [Fhetee
e asd

(b) Out of each fee for an inspection, $5.50 shall be remitted
to the state under Section 548.509. |An—inspection-station
shall pay to - the department—$5: 50—of —each—fee for—an
inspection—Fhe-department-ay—requirethe-station-to-make
aﬂ—adarﬁﬂte—payna-eﬁl—ei—ss—‘*ﬁ #&r—em:h—mspee&mnleemhﬁﬁe

[H—}-—Hﬂ-—?&FH%ef‘—Pﬂ’r%ﬂi—mﬂ\* be—feqaﬂed—eﬂ—w-&mee—ef—a

o

[Q%—#Hﬁﬁeeimn—‘«mmn—may waive-thefee—due fromthe
owner of an-inspected vehicle—whe—ts—tssued-a—certificateto
which-the-advanee paymentapphes:

|(—H—H+e—de19&n4ment %h&H—fe&md—te—dae—mpeetmﬁ—%&m
: - the-station—returns—to
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the departmentinecordaneewith-departmentrles:and
[+H—the-conservation-commissionshal-payto-the-department
$2 for-each-unissued certificatethatthestation—+eturns-to-the

department:] [FA1(4)]

SECTION . Section 548.502. Transportation Code, is
amended to read as follows:
Sec.  548.502. INSPECTION ~ BY  POLITICAL

SUBDIVISION OR  STATE AGENCY. A political
subdivision or state agency for which the department certifies
an inspection station under Section 548.004:

(1) shall pay to the state [departnent-an-advanee payment-of|
$5.50 for each inspection under Section 548.509 [eertfieate

provided-to-it]; and
(2) may not be required to pay the remainder of the
|eompuitsery| inspection fee. [FAT(4)]

SECTION . Section 548.503, Transportation Code, is
amended to read as follows:
Sec. 548.503. INITIAL TWO-YEAR INSPECTION OF
PASSENGER CAR OR LIGHT TRUCK. (a) The fee for
inspection of a passenger car or light truck under Section
548.102 shall be set by the department by rule on or before
September 1 of each year. A fee set by the department under
this subsection must be based on the costs of [producing
eertifieates:| providing inspections|;] and administering the
program, but may not be less than $21.75.
(b) Out of ecach fee for an inspection under this section,
$I4 ?S shall be [elmtled lo the stau, undu ‘%u.lmn 548.509.
ke make an

7
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#e%m—ums%ueéeemhcﬂte—ﬁmﬂ—bﬁﬂdde—m—%l%&m manter
wnds:| [FA1(4)]

SECTION . Subsection  (b), Section 548.504,
Transportation Code, is amended to read as follows:

(b) Out of each fee for inspection of a commercial motor
vehicle, $10 shall be remitted to the state under Section

548.509. [Fhe-inspection—stationshall-pay-to-the-department
$10 of each fee for inspection of a-commerciahmetorvehiele

The-department-may—require—thestationto-make an-advance
djmem—m;irl@—for a cemﬁeate—m—be—n%ued—uﬂéei—mm

[FAL(4)]

SECTION . Subsection  (a). Section  548.505,
Transportation Code, is amended to read as follows:

(a) The department by rule may impose an inspection fee for
a vehicle inspected under Section 548.301(a) in addition to the
fee provided by Section 548.501, 548.502, 548.503. or
548.504. A fee imposed under this subsection must be based
on the costs of:

(1) |produciiseertbientes:
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No equivalent provision.

No equivalent provision.

No equivalent provision.
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[£23] providing inspections: and
(2) [633] administering the program. [FAT(4)]

SECTION . Section 548.508, Transportation Code. is
amended to read as follows:

Sec. 548.508. DISPOSITION OF IFELES. Except as provided
by Sections 382.0622 and 382.202. Health and Safety Code,
and Section 548.5055, each fee remitted to the comptroller
|[eoHectedby-the-department| under this subchapter shall be

deposited tu‘lhc credit of the Texas mobility fund. [FAT(4)]

SECTION . Subchapter H, Chapter 548, Transportation
Code. is amended by adding Section 548.509 to read as
follows:

Sec.  548.509. COLLECTION OF FEE DURING
REGISTRATION. The Texas Department of Motor Vehicles
or a county assessor-collector that registers a motor vehicle
that is subject to an inspection fee under this chapter shall
collect at the time of registration of the motor vehicle the
portion of the inspection fee that is required to be remitted to
the state. The Texas Department of Motor Vehicles or the
county _assessor-collector shall remit the fee to the

comptroller. [FA1(4)]

SECTION X Subsection  (a). Section 548.601,
Transportation Code, is amended to read as follows:

(a) A person, including an inspector or an inspection station,
commits an offense if the person:

(1)  submits_information to the department's inspection
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database or issues a vehicle inspection report [an—inspection
eertiieate] with knowledge that the submission or issuance is
in violation of this chapter or rules adopted under this chapter:
(2) falsely or fraudulently represents to the owner or operator
of a wvehicle that equipment inspected or required to be
inspected must be repaired. adjusted, or replaced for the
vehicle to pass an inspection:

(3) misrepresents:

(A) material information in an application in violation of

Section 548.402 or 548.403; or

(B) information filed with the department under this chapter
or as required by department rule;

(4)  submits information to the department's inspection
database or issues a vehicle inspection report [an—inspeetion
vertitieate|:
(A) without authorization to issue the report or submit the
information |eerttfiesate|; or

(B) without inspecting the vehicle;

(5)  submits information to the department's inspection
database indicating that a vehicle has passed the applicable
inspections or issues a passing vehicle [ar] inspection report
[eertifieate| for a vehicle with knowledge that the vehicle has
not been repaired, adjusted. or corrected after an inspection
has shown a repair. adjustment, or correction to be necessary:

(6)  knowingly submits information to the department's
inspection database or issues a vehicle inspection report [as
nspeection certifieate|:

(A) for a vehicle without conducting an inspection of cach
item required to be inspected; or

(B) for a vehicle that is missing an item required to be
inspected or that has an item required to be inspected that is
not in compliance with state law or department rules;

CONFERENCE
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(7) refuses to allow a vehicle's owner to have a qualified
person of the owner's choice make a required repair,
adjustment. or correction;

(8) charges for an inspection an amount greater than the
authorized fee: or

(9) performs an act prohibited by or fails to perform an act
required by this chapter or a rule adopted under this chapter.
[FAT(4)]

SECTION . Subsections (a), (b). and (c). Section 548.603,
Transportation Code, are amended to read as follows:

(a) A person commits an offense if the person:

(1) presents to an official of this state or a political
subdivision of this state a vehicle inspection report [displays
or-causes-or permits to-be-displayed-an-inspeetion-certificate]
or insurance document knowing that the report [eertifieate] or
document is counterfeit, tampered with, altered, fictitious,
issued for another vehicle. issued for a vehicle failing to meet
all emissions inspection requirements. or issued in violation
of:

(A) this chapter, rules adopted under this chapter, or other
law of this state; or

(B) a law of another state, the United States, the United
Mexican States, a state of the United Mexican States. Canada,
or a province of Canada:

(2) [transters Hispectoneertie
[(33] with intent to circumvent the emissions inspection
requirements seeks an inspection of a vehicle at a station not
certified to perform an emissions inspection if the person
knows that the wvehicle is required to be inspected under

shield or
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Section 548.301; or

(3) [#H] knowingly does not comply with an emissions
inspection requirement for a vehicle[+o¢
[5)—displays-on—a—vehicle-an-inspeetion—certifieate-that—was
obtained knowing that the-vehicle-does-not-meet all-emissions
nspectionrequirernentstor-the-vehiele|.

(b) A person commits an offense if the person:

(1) makes or possesses. with the intent to sell. circulate. or
pass, a counterfeit vehicle inspection report [eertiieate] or
insurance document; or

(2) possesses any part of a stamp. dye. plate. negative,
machine, or other device that is used or designated for use in
making a counterfeit vehicle inspection report |eertifieate] or
insurance document.

(¢) The owner of a vehicle commits an offense if the owner
knowingly allows the vehicle to be registered using a vehicle

inspection report [ef—ﬁp&&ed—wwe—the vehiele—displays—an
inspeetion certificate] in violation of Subsection (a). [FAT(4)]

SECTION . Subsection (),  Section  548.603,
Transportation Code. as added by Chapter 851 (H.B. 1048),
Acts of the 75th Legislature, Regular Session, 1997, is
amended to read as follows:

() Notwithstanding Subsection (c). an offense under
Subsection (a)(1) that involves a fictitious vehicle inspection
report [eertiffeate] is a Class B misdemeanor. [FAT(4)]

SECTION . Subsection  (a). Section  548.6035,
Transportation Code, is amended to read as follows:
(a) A person commits an offense if, in connection with a
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required emissions inspection of a motor vehicle, the person
knowingly:

(1)  submits information to the department's inspection
database stating that a vehicle has passed the applicable
inspections or issues a passing vehicle inspection report

(A) the vehicle does not meet the emissions requirements
established by the department; or

(B) the person has not inspected the vehicle;

(2) manipulates an emissions test result:

(3) uses or causes to be used emissions data from another
motor vehicle as a substitute for the motor vehicle being
inspected: or

(4) bypasses or circumvents a fuel cap test. [FA1(4)]

SECTION . Subsection  (d),  Section  623.011.
Transportation Code, is amended to read as follows:

(d) When the department issues a permit under this section,
the department shall issue a sticker to be placed on the front
windshield of the vehicle [above-the—inspeetion—eertificate
issted-tothevehiele|. The department shall design the form
of the sticker to aid in the enforcement of weight limits for
vehicles. [FA1(4)]

SECTION . Section 683.051. Transportation Code. is
amended to read as follows:

Sec. 683.051. APPLICATION FOR AUTHORIZATION TO
DISPOSE OF CERTAIN MOTOR VEHICLES. A person

may apply to the department for authority:
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(1) to sell, give away, or dispose of a motor vechicle to a
motor vehicle demolisher if:

(A) the person owns the motor vehicle and the certificate of

title to the vehicle is lost, destroyed, or faulty; or

(B) the vehicle is an abandoned motor vehicle and is:

(1) in the possession of the person; or

(ii} located on property owned by the person; or

(2) to dispose of a motor vehicle to a motor vehicle
demolisher for demolition, wrecking, or dismantling if:

(A) the abandoned motor vehicle:

(i) is in the possession of the person:

(i) is more than eight years old:

(iii) either has no motor or is otherwise totally inoperable or
does not comply with all applicable air pollution emissions
control related requirements included in|:—aa}-the-vehicle
ar—bb)] the vehicle emissions inspection and maintenance
requirements contained in the Public Safety Commission's
motor vehicle emissions inspection and maintenance program
under Subchapter I, Chapter 548, or the state's air quality state
implementation plan; and

(iv) was authorized to be towed by a law enforcement
agency: and

(B) the law enforcement agency approves the application.
[FAT($)]

SECTION . Section 683.071. Transportation Code. as
amended by Chapters 720 (IL.B. 787) and 753 (H.B. 1376),
Acts of the 82nd Legislature, Regular Session, 2011, is
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reenacted and amended to read as follows:

Sec. 683.071. DEFINITION AND APPLICABILITY. (a) In
this subchapter, "junked vehicle" means a vehicle that:

(1) is self-propelled; and

(2) is:

(A)  wrecked., dismantled or partially dismantled, or
discarded; or

(B) inoperable and has remained inoperable for more than:

(1) 72 consecutive hours, if the vehicle is on public property:
or

(i) 30 consecutive days, if the vehicle is on private property.
(b) For purposes of this subchapter, "junked vehicle" includes
a motor vehicle. aircraft, or watercraft.  This subchapter
applies only to:

(1) a motor vehicle that displays an expired license plate |er

invalicd . . e] or does not
display a license plate  [er—meter—vehiele—speetion
certificate|;

(2) an aircraft that does not have lawfully printed on the
aircraft an unexpired federal aircraft identification number
registered under Federal Aviation Administration aircraft
registration regulations in 14 C.F.R. Part 47; or

(3) a watercraft that:

(A) does not have lawfully on board an unexpired certificate
of number; and

(B) is not a watercraft described by Section 31.055, Parks and
Wildlite Code. [FAT(4)]

SECTION . The following statutes are repealed:
(1) Subsection (c), Section 548.053. Transportation Code:
(2) Section 548.255, Transportation Code;
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(3) Section 548.257. Transportation Code;

(4) Section 548.602, Transportation Code:

(5) Subdivision (2), Subsecction (e). Section 548.603,
Transportation Code;

(6) Subsection (f), Section 548.603. Transportation Code, as
added by Chapter 1069 (S.B. 1856), Acts of the 75th
Legislature, Regular Session, 1997; and

(7) Section 548.605, Transportation Code. |[FAL(-h)]

SECTION . Article 45.003, Code of Criminal Procedure,
Section 103.0213. Government Code, and Sections 521.3465,
521.3466, 548.601, 548.003. and 548.6035. Transportation

Code, as amended by this Act, and the repeal by this Act of

Sections 548.602 and 548.605, Transportation Code, apply
only to an offense committed on or after March 1. 2015, An
offense committed before March 1, 2015, is governed by the
law in effect on the date the offense was committed. and the
former law is continued in effect for that purpose. For
purposes of this section, an offense was committed before
March 1, 2015, if any element of the offense occurred before
that date. [FA1(4)]

SECTION . To the extent of any conflict. this Act prevails
over another Act of the 83rd Legislature, Regular Session.
2013, relating to nonsubstantive additions to and corrections
in enacted codes. [FAT(4)]

SECTION . (a) Except as provided by Subsection (¢) of

this section, not later than March 1. 2014, the Texas
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(See SECTION 2¢b) below.)

SECTION 2. (a) Not later than January 1, 2014, the
Department of Public Safety shall adopt rules relating to the
proof required by Section 548.104(d), Transportation Code, as
amended by this Act.

(b)  The change in law made by Section 548.104(d),
Transportation Code, as amended by this Act, applies only to
a vehicle inspected on or after September 1, 2014,

Associated CCR Draft: 83R31348
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SENATE VERSION (IE)

Department of Motor Vehicles, the Department of Public
Safety of the State of Texas. and the Texas Commission on
Environmental Quality shall adopt rules necessary to
implement the changes in law made by this Act.

(b) Not later than March 1, 2014, the Department of Public
Safety shall create the database described by Section 548.251.
Transportation Code. as amended by this Act, and require
inspection stations to submit to the database the information
required by Section 548.253, Transportation Code, as
amended by this Act.

(¢) Not later than January 1, 2014, the Department of Public
Safety shall adopt rules relating to the proof required by
Section 548.104(d)(3). Transportation Code, as added by this
Act.

(d) Except as otherwise provided by Subsections (e) and ()
of this section, this Act takes efTect March 1, 2015,

(e) Subsections (a), (b), and (c¢) of this section take effect
September 1, 2013,

(N The change in law made by Section 548.104(d)3).
Transportation Code. as added by this Act. takes effect
September 1. 2014, and applies only to a vehicle inspected on
or after that date. [FA1(3)]

No equivalent provision. [Deleted by FA1(3)]

L]
(]

Same as Senate version.
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SECTION 3. This Act takes eftect immediately it it receives
a vote of two-thirds of all the members elected to each house,

as provided by Section 39. Article 111, Texas Constitution. If

this Act does not receive the vote necessary for immediate
eftect. this Act takes effect September 1, 2013.
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LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD
Austin, Texas

FISCAL NOTE, 83RD LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION

May 25, 2013

TO: Honorable David Dewhurst, Licutenant Governor, Senate
Honorable Joe Straus, Speaker of the Iouse. House of Representatives

FROM: Ursula Parks, Director, Legislative Budget Board

IN RE: HB2305 by Rodriguez, Eddic (Relating to motor vehicle inspections; creating an offense;
changing the collection method for certain fees.). Conference Committee Report

Estimated Two-year Net Impact to General Revenue Related Funds for HB2305, Conference
Committee Report: an impact of $0 through the biennium ending August 31, 2015.

The bill would make no appropriation but could provide the legal basis for an appropriation of
funds to implement the provisions of the bill.

General Revenue-Related Funds, Five-Year Impact:

Fiscal Year Probable Net Positi\'c,’(‘.\k-.gative! Impact
to General Revenue Related Funds

2014 $0

2015 $0

2016 S0

2017 S0

2018 S0

All Funds, Five-Year Impact:

Probable Savings/(Cost) from
Fiscal Year Clean Air Account
151
2014 ($800.,000)
2015 $0
2016 $0
2017 $0
2018 $0

Fiscal Analysis

The bill would amend the Transportation Code to prohibit an inspection station from issuing a
passing vchicle inspection report for a vehicle cquipped a compressed natural gas container
unless the owner of the vehicle can demonstrate the container is still within its manufacturer's
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recommended scrvice life and has met certain inspection requirements, and the vehicle is a fleet
vehicle for which the fleet operator employs a technician certified to inspect the container. The
bill would require the Department of Public Safety to adopt rules to implement these provisions of

the bill by January 1,2014. It is assumed the costs associated with implementing these provisions
of the bill could be absorbed within existing resources.

The bill would also amend the Code of Criminal Procedure, Education Code, Government Code,

Health and Safety Code, Occupations Code, and Transportation Code to establish a combined
vehicle safety and vehicle registration sticker.

The bill would require the Department of Public Safety (DPS) and the Department of Motor
Vehicles (DMV) to replace the current Texas dual inspection/registration sticker system with a
single registration sticker. The bill would stipulate a vehicle may not be registered without proof
of a safety and/or emission inspection, either electronically or via a printed inspection report.

The bill would require vehicle owners to complete vehicle safety inspections prior to their
registration rencwal. The bill would stipulate a vehicle owner may obtain an inspection certificate
not earlier than 90 days before the date of expiration of the vehicle's registration.

The bill would require DPS, in consultation with the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality
(TCEQ), to implement a system for both safety and air quality inspections. The bill would direct
DPS to provide notice to the DMV of non-compliant vehicles. The bill would require DMV and
DPS to enter into an agreement regarding timely data submissions by DPS. TCEQ presumably
would no longer track and report data on vehicles that fail the CMISSIONS test,

The bill would require DPS to maintain an electronic database to which inspections stations must
clectronically submit, upon completion of an inspection, the inspected vehicle's vehicle
identification number and whether the vehicle passed the inspections.

The bill would require DPS to adopt rules regarding the issuance of inspection reports. The bill
would require DPS to provide to inspection stations equipment and supplies necessary to comply
with the rules adopted by DPS pertaining to the issuance of inspection reports.

The bill would stipulate that prior to a vchicle being registered, the DMV or the county assessor-
collector registering the vehicle shall verity the vehicle passed its inspection in the inspection
databasec.

The bill would require $5.50 of each passenger car or light truck inspection fee and $10 of cach
commercial vehicle inspection fee to be remitted to the state at the time of the inspection. The bill
would require the DMV or the county assessor-collector that register a vehicle that is subject to an
inspection fee to remit the state portion dircetly to the Comptroller.

The bill would amend the Government Code to remove the $20 administrative fee for driving with
an expired report. The bill would amend the Health and Safety Code to require DPS to adopt

procedures for inspection stations to submit reports to an inspections database regarding vehicles
that did not pass vehicle inspection.

The bill would amend the Transportation Code to clarify that a commercial vehicle with extended
registrations shall be subject to the inspection requirements specified in the bill as if the

commercial vehicle were registered without an extended registration,

The DMV notes implementing the provisions of the bill would require the following actions on the
part of the agency: work with DPS and TCEQ to adopt rules to implement the program; make
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certain programmatic changes to the DMV's automated systems, website and forms; and provide
notice to County Tax Assessor-Collectors, law enforcement and other agency partners. It 1s
assumed the DMV could implement the provisions of the bill within current appropriations,

DPS notes implementing the provisions of the bill would require the following actions on the part
of the agency: create and update program content; modify Information Technology (IT) software
applications: and communicate and train agency staff. The agency cstimates that it would need to
hire Information Technology contractors. DPS also notes it would need to collaborate with DMV
and TCEQ to implement the provisions required by the bill. It is assumed DPS could implement
these actions within current appropriations.

TCEQ notes the bill would require a revision to the state's Inspections and Maintenance
Implementation Plan, certain rulemaking and policy changes, and the development of new
analyzer and software specification. It is assumed TCEQ could implement these actions within
current appropriations. TCEQ estimates the agency would also need to modify its analyzer

equipment, resulting in a one-time cost of $800.000 in fiscal year 2014 out of the Clean Air
Account #151,

The Comptroller notes that the bill would not alter the amount of motor vehicle inspection fee
revenue that the state would receive. However, the Comptroller notes bill would alter the manner
by which the fee revenue would be collected and remitted to the state treasury. Currently,
Inspection stations remit inspection revenues to DPS, which then remits the revenue to the state
treasury. The bill would require revenues to be remitted to the state treasury by the DMV or
county-assessor collectors at the time of the vehicle registration.

The bill would also create several new criminal offenses. Expanding the list of behaviors for
which a criminal penalty is applicd is expected to result in increased demands upon the
correctional resources of counties or of the state duce to longer terms of probation, or longer terms
of confinement in county jail, state jail, or prison. For this analysis, it is assumed the number of
offenders convicted or whose cases would now be dismissed under the provisions of the bill

would not result in a significant impact on the programs and workload of state correctional
agencics.

The bill would require DMV, DPS, and TCEQ to adopt rules to implement the bill by March 1,
2014. The bill would require DPS to create the vehicle inspection database by March 1,2014. All
provisions of the bill would take effect by September 1, 2015,

Methodology

The Texas Commission on Environmental Quality reports the bill would require modifications to
the software resident on four vehicle emissions analyzers. The agency estimates the cost of these
modifications would be $800.000 ($200.000 x four analyzers) in fiscal year 2014.

Technology

The Texas Commission on Environmental Quality estimates the software resident on four vehicle

emissions analyzers would require modifications at $200.000 per analyzer platform (S800,000 in
total) in fiscal year 2014.
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Local Government Impact

Local entities could see a negative fiscal impact due to the potential loss of revenue from fees
collected for the Low Income Repair Assistance, Retrofit, and Accelerated Vehicle Retirement
Program. The bill would require an indeterminate number of counties to modify the testing
hardware used for vehicle diesel emissions analyzers owned by local entities. Additionally,
county courts would see a decrease in fees associated with charges relating to inspection

certificates. Reduced funding for local governments would vary but is not anticipated to be
significant.

Source Agencies: 405 Department of Public Safety, 582 Commission on Environmental
Quality, 608 Department of Motor Vehicles, 212 Office of Court
Administration, Texas Judicial Council, 304 Comptroller of Public
Accounts, 601 Department of Transportation

LBB Staff: UP,AG, Al JAW, TG, TL, MH, MMe, KKR
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Certification of Compliance with
Rule 13, Section 6(b), House Rules of Procedure

Rule 13, Section 6(b), House Rules of Procedure, requires that a copy of a conference commuttee
report signed by a majority of each committee of the conference must be furnished to each member
of the committee in person or if unable to deliver in person by placing a copy in the member’s
newspaper mailbox at least one hour before the report is furnished to each member of the house
under Section 10(a) of this rule. The paper copies of the report submitted to the chief clerk under
Section 10(b) of this rule must contain a certificate that the requirement of this subsection has been
satisfied, and that certificate must be attached to the printed copy of the report furnished to each
member under Section 10(d) of this rule. Failure to comply with this subsection is not a sustainable
point of order under this rule.

I certify that a copy of the conference committee report on H" B. G;‘&)S was furnished
to each member of the conference committee in compliance with Rule 13, Section 6(b), House
Rules of Procedure, before submission of the paper copies of the report to the chief clerk under
Section 10(b), Rule 13, House Rules of Procedure.
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