Allowing Addison city charter to supersede local-option election on alcoholic

beverage sales

SB 1735 by Shapiro (Jackson)
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SB 1735 would have specified that the home-rule charter of the city of Addison, which
restricts the sale of alcoholic beverages for off-premises consumption to a portion of
the city, would have superseded any county or justice precinct local-option election
determining the sale of alcoholic beverages for off-premises consumption within its
jurisdiction, regardless of when the election was held.

“Senate Bill No. 1735 seeks to clarify the Town of Addison’s alcoholic beverage
charter amendment, which limited alcohol sales for off premises consumption within
the limits of the municipality.

“I am vetoing Senate Bill No. 1735 because a municipality’s wet/dry status should not
affect the boundaries of a local option justice of the peace precinct election and vice
versa, which this bill does.”

Sen. Florence Shapiro, the bill’s author, said: “I regret that SB 1735 was vetoed. This
bill addressed the exact concerns the governor articulated in his veto. We worked
diligently with both the governor’s staff and the city of Addison to ensure that all
questions were answered. This bill clarifies any overlapping laws relating to the city’s
wet/dry status by naming the city’s charter as the superseding document above any
other local option election.”

Rep. Jim Jackson, the House sponsor, said: “I was disappointed to hear that the
governor decided to veto SB 1735, especially since the Governor’s Office never
contacted me about this bill before the governor decided to veto it. It is unfortunate
that the governor decided to veto this bill, given that it accomplishes exactly what the
governor said he vetoed it for, namely, ‘because a municipality’s wet/dry status should
not affect the boundaries of a local option justice of the peace precinct election and
vice versa.’ In Addison, there are many overlapping precincts and districts, and it is
unclear in current law which one holds primacy. SB 1735 sought to clarify the current
fuzzy laws by ensuring that the city of Addison’s charter would supersede any other
local election in a precinct where a considerable number of people live outside of
Addison’s city limits.”

SB 1735 passed the House on the Local, Consent, and Resolutions Calendar and was
not analyzed in a Daily Floor Report.
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