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S. B. No. 317,

Senate Bill No. 317, passed by the Begular Session of the Fortieth

. Legislatures, is "AN ACT to prevent the employment of attormneys by officers,

heads of departments, educational, eleemosynary, or other institutions of the

states with certain exceptions, providing that it shall be the duty of the At-

torney General in persoms or by such of his Assistants as he may designate, %o

attend, whenever practicables all meetings of the State Highway Commission,

' the State Textbook Commission, the Board of Controls, the State Insurance Com-

missions the Bé.ilroad Commission, the Prison Commission, the Inta,ng_ible Tax Boa.rd'.'
the Industrial Ascident Board, the Board of Begents of the University of Texg.é. -
the Board of Directora of the Agricultural and Mechanical College of Texas, and
the Boards of Bducation of any and all State educatiomal institutions of Texas,

and any and all hearings before such Boards, Commissions or Commissioners, and’

that the Attorney General in persoms or by such of his agsistants as he may desig-

nate, mey and shall, edvise said Boards, Commissions or Comnissioners at seid
meetings and hearinge; and providing that notice shall be given to the Attorney |
General of such meetings and hearings; and declaring an emergency”.

Section l-a of the Bill provides that where two or more depa.rtments‘

 or institutions have adverse interests, the party not represented by the Attorney

General may employ counsel. Under the statutes sud Constitution of this Stats,
end the decisioné of the courts, the Attorney General ia the proper law officer
of the State and the officer through whom the State and its Departments speak in
the courts. The soundness of this has been recently demonsirated in _litiga.tiozi
in which the State was & party, but where a.certein. Déparhneptiwas*;adézb, at
versely interested to the interest of the State. If.this Bill should becoms the .
law ivifh the provisions contained in Section l-a an anomalous situation might
result. A Department adversely interested to the Attormney General or the pos:‘ltion,ﬂ_.y.l
taken by him for the interest of the State might employ counsel to appear and take,
positions adverse to the proper, elected law officer of the State. The poséi‘bi_litf»
of such situation is sufficient cause to veto this Bille : o _-r,,“

. Por the reasons :%téted, I hereby veto said Bille

pril 4, 1927, . &




