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DIGEST AND PURPOSE

Currently, redidricting is performed during aregular session of the Texas Legidature directly after the
receipt of the numbers from the United States decennial census. C.S.S.J.R. 35 proposesa
congtitutional amendment to require redistricting to be done during a specid sesson after the regular
Ses3 0N.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

This bill does not expresdy grant any additiona rulemaking authority to a state officer, inditution, or
agency.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSS

SECTION 1. Amends Section 28, Article 111, Texas Condtitution, to prohibit the legidature from
enacting alaw redigricting the date’ s senate, representative, or congressond digtricts during the first
regular sesson after the publication of each United States decennid census. Deletes text requiring the
legidature to do s0. Requires the governor, at the conclusion of the regular session described by this
section, to cdl the legidature into specid session, to convene not later than the 10th day after the last
day of the regular session, to enact lawsto redigtrict the state’ s senate, representative, and
congressond digtricts. Prohibits legidation on other subjects from being considered in the specid
session unless designated in a proclamation by the governor. Prohibits the specid sesson from
exceeding 45 daysin duration. Deletes text regarding apportionment into senatorid and representative
digricts. Providesthat, in the event the legidature shall at the specia session described by this section
fall to enact laws to redigtrict the state’ s senate or representative districts, that redistricting is required to
be done by the Legidative Redidtricting Board of Texas (board). Deletes text regarding the session
after the census. Requires the board to assemble in the City of Austin and, not later than the 45th day
after the date of the adjournment of the specia session, provide for the redigtricting of the Sate.
Deetes text requiring the board to redigtrict within 90 days after the regular sesson. Deletes text
making this amendment effective January 1, 1951. Makes conforming and nonsubstantive changes.

SECTION 2. Requires this proposed condtitutional amendment to be submitted to the voters at an
election to be held November 6, 2001. Requires the balot to be printed to permit voting for or against
the propostion: “The conditutiona amendment providing for the redidricting of legidative and
congressiond digtricts at a specia sesson following the release of the federd decennia census”

SUMMARY OF COMMITTEE CHANGES

Differsfrom the origina by decreasing the limit on the length of a specid session to 45 days from 60
days.
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