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DIGEST

Currently, Texaslaw does not provide for acentraized position in state government to assst members of
the public who wish to make arequest under the Public Information Act or whose request for information
has received an inadequate response. Thereisno centralized position to expedite requests by government
bodies for a decision regarding exceptions to the Public Information Act. S.B. 1079 would creste the
position of Public Information Advocate within the Office of the Attorney Generd to assist members of
the public with information requests by governmenta bodies for decisions regarding exceptions to the
Public Information Act.

PURPOSE

Asproposed, S.B. 1079 establishesdutiesfor the position of publicinformation advocate withinthe office
of the attorney generd.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

This bill does not grant any additiona rulemaking authority to a state officer, ingtitution, or agency.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSIS

SECTION 1. Amends Chapter 552A, Government Code, by adding Section 552.009, asfollows:

Sec. 552.009. PUBLIC INFORMATION ADVOCATE WITHIN ATTORNEY GENERAL'’S
OFFICE. Providesthat the position of public information advocate is a position within the office
of theattorney generd. Requiresthe advocate on request to assist membersof the publicwhowish
to make or who made requests for public information under this chapter. Requires the attorney
generd to provide astatewide toll-free number by which membersof the public may contract the
advocate. Requires each governmenta body to post the number at the place required to of a
meeting under Chapter 551. Requires agovernmenta body that is not subject to Chapter 551 to
post the number at a place convenient to the public in or by the administrative offices of the
governmenta body. Requires the governmenta body to post, with the toll-free number, a
statement of the advocate' stitle and abrief description, to be prescribed by the attorney general,
of the advocate' s function. Sets forth certain duties of the advocate. Authorizes the attorney
generd, in relation to the same request for a decison under Section 552.301, to issue a brief
expedited decision identifying requested information that clearly is not excepted from required
disclosure and issue later a second opinion under Section 552.306 about the remainder of the
requested information. Requiresthe advocate to recommend to the attorney general that asuit for
a writ of mandamus be filed under Section 552.321, if in the opinion of the advocate, a
governmentd body’ srefusal to dlow access to information requires court action.

SECTION 2. Amends Section 552.321, Government Code, to authorize a requestor or the attorney
generd tofilesuit for awrit of mandamus compdling agovernmenta body to makeinformation available
for publicinspectionif thegovernmenta body refusesto request an attorney generd’ sdecision asprovided
by Subchapter G or refuse to supply public information that is not expected from required disclosure or
information.

SECTION 3. Emergency clause.
Effective date: upon passage.
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