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THE TEXAS TAXPAYER &
STUDENT

FAIRNESS COALITION, et al;
CALHOUN COUNTY ISD, et al;
EDGEWOOD ISD, et al;

FORT BEND ISD, et al;

TEXAS CHARTER SCHOOL

ASSOCIATION, et al.
Plaintiffs

IN THE DISTRICT COURT

JOYCE COLEMAN, et al
Intervenors
vs. 200th JUDICIAL DISTRICT
MICHAEL WILLIAMS,
COMMISSIONER
OF EDUCATION, IN HIS OFFICIAL
CAPACITY; SUSAN COMBS,
TEXAS COMPTROLLER OF PUBLIC
ACCOUNTS, IN HER OFFICIAL
CAPACITY; TEXAS STATE BOARD
OF EDUCATION, the TEXAS
EDUCATION AGENCY, and the
STATE OF TEXAS
Deferndants.
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TRAVIS COUNTY, TEXAS

STATE DEFENDANTS WITNESS LIST

To THE HONORABLE JOHN K. DIETZ:

The State Defendants, Michael Williams, Commissioner of Education and
Susan Combs, Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts, in their official capacities, the
Texas State Board of Education, the Texas Education Agency and the State of Texas
submit this list of witnesses they either will or may call to the trial beginning
January 21, 2014:
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1. Lisa Dawn-Fisher, Associate Commissioner of School Finance/Chief School
Finance Officer. Will Call.

Dr. Dawn-Fisher may testify about state, local school district, and charter school
revenue and expenditures. Dr. Dawn-Fisher may also testify about funding equities
among the school districts, as well as charter schools. Dr. Dawn-Fisher may testify
about the ad valorem tax structure in Texas, districts’ use of ad valorem property
taxes to raise local revenue, and any remaining taxing capacity available in the
system. Dr. Dawn-Fisher may testify about state facilities funding, Interest &
Sinking (I&S) tax rates trends, and changes to the yield associdted with I&S taxes.

2. Shirley Beaulieu, Associate Commissioner, Financ¢a: Will Call.

Ms. Beaulieu may testify about the Texas Education Agency’s budget by certain
major components, including Rider 3, Chapter 42 and 46, Federal Funds, and State
Funds—General Revenue Related Funds for the 2013-2014, and 2014-2015
biennium.

3. Monica Martinez, Commissioner, Standards and Programs. Will Call.

Ms. Martinez may testify about Legislative changes to the Texas Essential
Knowledge and Skills, changes to the required curriculum, and changed graduation
requirements.

4, Shannon Housson, Director, Division of Performance Reporting. Will Call.

Mr. Housson may tesiify about the development and status of state and federal
accountability systems for year 2013-14 or forward. In the event the Court
overrules any oblections to the admission of evidence that is unrelated to the
changes made to the public school system by the 83rd Texas legislature and
Plaintiffs or Intervenors present evidence of that nature, Mr. Housson may testify
about 2013 state and federal accountability systems and any data that is included
in the AEIS reports.

In the event the Court overrules any objections to the admission of evidence
that is unrelated to the changes made to the public school system by the 83rd Texas
legislature and Plaintiffs or Intervenors present evidence of that nature,
Defendants may call the following witnesses:
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5. Gloria Zyskowski, Director, Student Assessment.

Ms. Zyskowski may testify about changes to the numbers of standardized tests
required to be taken by students in various grades, the passing standards for the
required assessments, the release or availability of those assessments and
assessment results.

6. Rob Coleman, Assistant Director, Fiscal Management - Division, Texas
Comptroller of Public Accounts.

Mr. Coleman may testify the budget setting process for the 83rd Legislative Session
and Legislative appropriations for the FY2014-2015.

7. Susie Coultress State Director, Bilingual Education/Title III/Migrant
Education.

Ms. Coultress may testify about English  Language Learner programs and
assessment, Bilingual Education prograni’and assessment, and funding for the
programs.

8. Linda Roska Director, Division of Research and Analysis.

Ms. Roska may testify abouf “drop out calculations and measures, high school
graduations rates, and trends in educational achievements benchmarks. She may

also testify about other programs and measures related to these areas.

9. Sally Partridge; Associate Commissioner for Accreditation and School
Improvement.

Ms. Partidge raay testify about the changes to the number of available charters in
Texas, and any policy implementation by TEA stemming from the 83rd Legislative
Session.

10.  Justin Porter, Director of Assessments for Special Populations.

Mr. Porter may testify about assessments for students in special populations.
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Defendants note that this list is subject to change based on the availability of
the witnesses, and reserve the right to add or remove witnesses as necessary.
Defendants further reserve the right to call to testify as a witness any party
plaintiffs not called by the Plaintiffs in their case in chief, incorporate by reference
all deposition designations, and reserve the right to call any other witnesses whose
rebuttal testimony could not be anticipated at this time.

Respectfully submitted,

GREG ABBOTT
Attorney General of Texas

DANIEL T. HODGE
First Assistant Attorney General

DAVID C{ MATTAX
Deputy Attorney General for Defense
Litigation

JAMES “BEAU” ECCLES
Division Chief, General Litigation Division

[s/ Shelley N. Dahlberg
SHELLEY N. DAHLBERG

Assistant Attorney General
Texas Bar No. 24012491
General Litigation Division

NICHOLE BUNKER-HENDERSON
Assistant Attorney General

Texas Bar No. 24045580
Administrative Law Division

LINDA HALPERN,
Assistant Attorney General
Texas Bar No. 24030166
General Litigation Division

Texas Attorney General's Office
P. O. Box 12548, Capitol Station
Austin, Texas 78711
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Phone: (512) 463-2121
Fax: (512) 320-0667

Attorneys for Defendants
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that on the 6™ day of January, 2014, 1 forwarded the foregoing document
to all known counsel of record via email and/or by uploading to a file hosting service (Secure

Share):

Richard E. Gray, I
Toni Hunter

GRAY & BECKER
900 West Ave.
Austin, TX 78701

Randall B. Wood

Doug W. Ray

RAY & WOOD

2700 Bee Caves Rd., Suite 200
Austin, TX 78746

Mark R. Trachtenberg

HAYNES AND BOONE, LLP

1 Houston Center

1221 McKinney Street, Suite 2100
Houston, Texas 77010

John W. Turner

HAYNES AND BOONE, LLP
2323 Victory Avenue, Suite 700
Dallas, Texas 75219

Mexican American Legal Defense and
Education Fund, Inc.

David G. Hinojosa

Marisa Bono

110 Broadway, Ste 300

San Antonio, TX 78205

Multicultural, Education, Training and
Advocacy, Inc.

Roger L. Rice

240A Elm St., Ste 22

Somerville, MA 02144

J. David Thompson, 111

Philip Fraissinet

THOMPSON & HORTON LLP
Phoenix Tower, Suite 2000
3200 Southwest Freeway
Housten, TX 77027

Helly G. McIntush
490 West 15™ Street, Suite 1430
Austin, Texas 78701

J. Christopher Diamond

THE DIAMOND LAW FIRM, P.C.
17484 Northwest Freeway, Suite 150
Houston, Texas 77040

Craig T. Enoch

ENOCH KEVER PLLC
600 Congress, Suite 2800
Austin, Texas 78701

Robert A. Schulman

Joseph E. Hoffer

Betsy Hall Bender

SCHULMAN, LOPEZ & HOFFER, L.L.P.
517 Soledad Street

San Antonio, Texas 78205-1508

/s/ Shelley N. Dahlberg

SHELLEY N. DAHLBERG
Deputy Chief — General Litigation Division
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