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THE TEXAS TAXPAYER & STUDENT
FAIRNESS COALITION; ALIEF1S.D.,
CANUTILLO LS.D,, ELGIN 1.S.D.,
GREENVILLE 1LS.D.,

HILLSBORO, 1.S.D., HUTTO LS.D.,
LAKE WORTH L.S.D., LITTLE ELM 1L.S.D,,
NACOGDOCHES 1.S.D.,

PARIS 1.S.D., PFLUGERVILLE L.S.D.,
QUINLAN LS.D., SAN ANTONIO LS.D.,
STAMFORD LS.D., TAYLOR LS.D.,
VAN 1.S.D.; RANDY PITTENGER;
CHIP LANGSTON; NORMAN BAKER;
BRAD KING; and SHELBY DAVIDSON,
as Next Friend of CORTLAND,

CARLI AND CASI DAVIDSON,

IN THE DISTRICT COURT

200™ JUDICIAL DISTRICT

Plaintiffs
Vs.

ROBERT SCOTT, COMMISSIONER
OF EDUCATION, IN HIS OFFICIAL
CAPACITY; SUSAN COMBS,
TEXAS COMPTROLLER OF PUBLIC
ACCOUNTS, IN HER OFFICIAL
CAPACITY; TEXAS STATE BCARD
OF EDUCATION,
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Defendants. TRAVIS COUNTY, TEXAS

PLAINTIF®S® RESPONSE TO DEFENDANTS’ ADVISORY TO THE COURT
NOW COME Plaintiffs and file their Response to the Defendants’ Advisory to the Court
filed on June 21, 2012, and would show the Court as follows:
1. Shortly after the last conference with the Court on May 18, 2012, Toni Hunter,
after conferring with all Plaintiffs’ counsel, contacted Shelley Dahlberg of the Office of Attorney

General and suggested that the Plaintiffs believed that the Court’s request for a seminar
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describing the factual structure of the current school finance system could best be met with a
cooperative development and presentation of the facts by Lisa Dawn Fisher, TEA Chief Finance
Officer, and Joe Wisnowski, from Moak Casey & Associates. We indicated that at the time of
trial any party could move to have this seminar or any part of it entered into the record, which
would then be available to the appellate court.

2. Mr. Wisnowski is an associate of Lynn Moak’s. He was previously at TEA in
Ms. Fisher’s position. He has been involved in school finance for at least the last 2 decades.

3. Toni Hunter communicated this suggestion toMs. Dahlberg. She agreed to
discuss it with her group and get back to the Plaintiffs’ attcrneys.

4. Ms. Dahlberg e-mailed the proposal in-her advisory to the Plaintiffs’ attorneys
who discussed it. It was the group’s consensus that ihis approach was too complicated, forced us
to depose Ms. Fisher before we were ready and possibly to depose her twice, prematurely started
the trial, gave the State two bites of th¢ apple with Ms. Fisher’s testimony, and did not assure
that her presentation was fair to all sides. Further, we did not believe it was what the Court
envisioned, which was an inforniative piece as opposed to an advocacy piece. Attorneys from
the Attorney General’s office-were finally available for a telephone call on June 18, 2012. At
that time they rejected, Plaintiffs’ proposal without reasons and did not wish to negotiate an
agreed approach.

5. Plaintiffs’ attorneys believe the seminar they propose could take place in August

or late July, but definitely before mid-September.
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PRAYER
Therefore, Plaintiffs object to the State’s proposal and urge the Court to accept their
proposal or to set the parameters of a negotiated compromise between the parties.
Respectfully submitted,

GRAY & BECKER, P.C.
900 West Ave.
Austin, Texas 78701

t 512.482.0061
f512.482.0924

By: ’73/%_ z’L/
Richard E. Gray, III
State Bar No. 08328300
Tori Hunter
State Bar No. 10295900

Raidall B. Wood

State Bar No. 21905000
Doug W. Ray

State Bar No. 16599200
RAY & WoOOD

2700 Bee Caves Road #200
Austin, Texas 78746

(512) 328-8877 (Telephone)
(512) 328-1156 (Telecopier)

Attorneys for Plaintiffs, the Texas Taxpayer&
Student Codalition, et al.
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HAYES AND BOONE, LLP

2323 Victory Avenue, Suite 700
Dallas, Texas 75219

Telephone: (214) 651-5000
Fax: (214) 651-5940

tate Bar No. 2402

Attorneys for Plaintiffs, Caihoun County ISD,
etal.

MEXICAN AMERICAN LEGAL DEFENSE AND
EDUCATIONAL FUND, INC.

110 Broadway, Suite 300

San Antonio, ‘Texas 78205

Telephone: {210) 224-5476

Fax: (210)224-5382

' & .
avid G. Hinojosa W
State Bar No. 24010689 m
Marisa Bono
State Bar No. 24052874

By:

Attorneys for Plaintiffs, Edgewood ISD, et al.

THOMPSON & HORTON, LLP
Phoenix Tower, Suite 2000
3200 Southwest Freeway
Houston, Texas 77027
Telephone: (713) 554-6767
Fax: (713) 583- 9668

R
By: ._l_&a_m_ﬂi:mnu}uxu
J. David Thompson, III /%

State Bar No. 19950600
Philip Fraissinet
State Bar No. 00793749

Attorneys for Plaintiffs, Fort Bend ISD
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

The undersigned certifies that on June 22, 2012, a true and correct copy of the foregoing
was served upon the following counsel of record via email pursuant to the agreement of the
parties and in compliance with the Texas Rules of Civil Procedure and the Texas Local Rules:

J. Christopher Diamond

The Diamond Law Firm, P.C.

17484 Northwest Freeway, Suite 150
Houston, Texas 77040

Attorneys for Efficiency Intervenors

Shelley N. Dahlberg

Assistant Attorney General
Texas Attorney General's Office
General Litigation Division

P. O. Box 12548, Capitol Station
Austin, Texas 78711

Afttorneys for Defendants

Tl

Toni Hunter
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