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S·~trANDING RlJL.ES . . .. . .· ·-

FOR CONDUCTING BUSINESS IN THE 

'[~~~@h;. 

OF THE DUTY OF THE SPEAKER. . · 
J.. He. shall take the chair every d~y precis~ly ~t the hour. 

to which the house shall.have adjou1ned on·tn~ pre~ee«;ling.Q~y: 
~h~ll hnmedi.ately call the members to order; and on th~ app~ar­
ance of a quorum, shall ~ause the jou111al of the pre.c~ 
day to be i·ead. · · · . . . . . · · · 

2. He shall preserve order a~d decol111)1; ~y' spe~ to· 
pojnts of .ord~r in prefe;I:e~ce· to .other-:mm:nbe.rs, .risi.n.g fl9~ P.:i~ 
seat for that purpose; and shall deci4~ ques.tion~~o.f o.~er, §Ubje.9,t 
to .at_! appeal to the house by tmy two ~embers;:on w~Jch !JPpeal 
no member shall sp.eak more than c~ce, unless by l~v.e. ~f ~ll~ 
house. · 

3. He ~hall rise to put a question, but may ~tate it: si.ttmt. 
· 4. Questions shall oo distinc~ly put ~11 t_!:lj~ fqrm, to w1t: 

."~').many as are of 9pinion ~ha~ (as .the ~~e Q.r qu~tio.~ ~l:ly. be) 
say Ay~;" and after tl)e affirmative is e,xpressed, f~~ JruWY ~ tlre. . 
of the contrary opinion. say No." If the speaker doubts, O! .n 
divisiQn be called f~r, tb~ h9use.shall div;ide; t~~ ~.the~- · · 
a.tive ·?f the question shall 1i.i'$t flse {rom .their : ~~ts, ~ft¥1"\,V;~~ 
those m, the neg~tive. lf the spealr~r .st•ll d~~Qts, or· a . eoUAt 
be required,· the speaker shall direct the clerk to ~U :the ·v.~t~., 
which being reported, he shall rise and state the decision to the 
house. 
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5. When any moiion or proposition is made, ~he question 
~>\Vill the house now consider it 1'' sh~ll not be put, upless itis 
demanded by, some member, or is deemed necessary by the 
speaker. · 

6. The speaker shall examine and correct the journal be­
fore it is read; he shall have a general direction of the hall: he 
shall ha\"e a right to name any· member to perfonn the duties of 
the chair;· but such substitution shall not extend beyond an 
~jeQ_rnment. 
. · 7. All committees shall be appointed by the ~pcnkel', ~ln­
less othenvise specially directed by the house; in which case 
they shall be appointed by ballot, and if, ripon such ballot, the 
member required shall not be elected by a majority of the yotes 
given, the house shall proceed to a second ballot, in which 
a piurality of votes shall prevail, and, in case a gre·nter num­
ber than is required to compose or complete a committee, shall 
have an equal number of votes, the house shall p·roceed to a 
further ballot or ballots. 

S. In nll other cases of ballot than for conmuttees, a ma._­
jority of the votes given shall be necessarv to an election; and­
where there shall not be such a mojOiity on the first ballot, the 
ballot shall be repeated until a majority be obtained. 

9. In all' cases of ballot by tl~e house, the speaker shall 
vote; in other cases ha shull not vote, unless the house be equa.l.-· 
ly_dinded, or unless his vote, if given-- to the minority, \vill 
make the division ·equal; and in case of such equal division, the 
qqstion. shalJ be lost. · 

10. In all cases where other than members of the house 
~y be eiigible to an office by the election of the house, there 
shall be a previous nonlination. . 

11. All acts, addresses, and joint r~solutions, shall be . 
signed by the speaker; and all writs7 wanants, and subprenas, 
issued by order of the house, shall be under his hand and seal, 
attested by the clerk. . · 

12. In case of any disturbance or disorderly condu~t in 
the galleries or lobby, the speaker (a chairman of the committee. 
of the whole Itouse) shall have povtcr to order the same to be 
cle~e~i. · 

. 13. Stenographers, wishing to take d_owu the debates, 
may be admitted by the speaker, who shall nssign such places to 
them on the floor or elsewhere) to efl'ect their object: ns shall not 
iriteifere with the·converiience cf the house. 



ORDER OF BUSINESS OF THE'])AY. 
14: .As soon tts the journal is read, the swak~r ~h~J ~~~ 

for petitions; tJ'le petitions having been presen~ed and .~i~pQ~ 
oi; reports-first _from the sfandh~g and then from.th~ s~lect. com .. 
1nittees, shall be ca.Hed for and disposed of. . R~Iution~ ~lJq.ll 
then be c~lled for in the same order and 4ispose<t ~f py ~he same 
rules \Vhieh apply to petitions. · . 

15. · Mter petitions, reports fro~ ~ommitte~,.lm~lesplu_· 
tions are gone through with, it shall J:>e jn order w. ~n~ertain a 
1n9tion, that the house ~<?now proceed to dispo~e. of ~he b~i~~ 
on ·the· .Speaker's table, and to ·the order of .the ~.ay; wAi<;h be41g 
decided in the affi~mativo, the spe~~~r shall_dj.spq~ of :the: bills, 
messag~s, and COIJlJnunications Oll his tabl~, ~ndJhep. p~qgeed to 
call the orders of the day. . · · 

. OF DECORUM _AND DEBATE. 
16. 'fhe business specified in the two prece¢jng· .rJ.Ile.s 

shall b.e done at no other. part of the <Jay, ~xcept by per~ssjon, ~f 
the·housc. · · 

·1-7. ·'\Vhen any member is about to speak in deb~e, or de-· 
liver any. matter to tl:e house, he shall rise-from his s~at, andre­
spectfnU y. address· himself to "Mr.-_Speaker;" a.n.d slial r ~.onfin.e . 
himself. to the question un~er de4at~, and, avoid p~rsonal!ty. . . 

.• 18. If· any n1e:rpber tn speakmg or othenviSe, tr~nsgress 
the ·hde~ of the h?use, ~he ~pe~er shall, or ~y ~~m~er_ ~y 
call. to order, shall Immediately s~t down, unless perrm~~d ~o.~x­
plain; and the house shall, i( appealed to, .. decide .on the. case, bu~. 
withou t debate; if there be no appeal,. the deci~i~n of t4e .ch~ 
shall be. snbn'litted to. 'If the decision be in favor of the mem· 
her called to order, be shall be at iiberty to. proceed; i( ot~er:' 
wise, he shall not be permitted .to. proceed without ~e~ve of: the 
house; and if the case-require it, he s~lall .. be liable _to the c~~ure 
of the house. I . 

19. '\Vhen two or mo~~ memb~rs happen to rise at once, 
the speaker shall name the member who is first to speak. · 

20. ·No member shall speak more than twice to the same. 
question, without leave of the house,. nor more than once until 
every member choosing to speak shall · hvae ~ken •. 

. 21. If a· question pending be lost . by adjournm~nt of !Ae. 
house, and revived on ··the suc~eding day, no member who._shall 
have spoken twice, on the preceeding dayy, shall be permitt~ 
again to speak withou& lenve. 

* A 



6 

' 22. 'Vhilst the speaker is putting any question, or address­
ing the house, none shall walk out of or across the house; nor in 
such case, whep a member is speaking, shall entertain private 
discourse; nor whilst a member is speaking shall p·nss between 
him and the chair. 

23~ No member shall vote on any question in the event of 
which, he is immediately and particulariv intere~ted, or in any 
case where he was not present when the CfUestion "'as put. 

24. Upon a division and count of the house on any ques­
tion, no member withput the bn.r shall be counted. 

25. Every member who shall be in the house 1.vhcn the 
question is put, shall give his vote, unless the house, t<.1r special 
rerisons, ·shall excuse him. 

26. When a motion is nmde and seconded, it shaH be stat­
ed by the speaker, or being in \'triting-, it shall be hnhd~d tO the 
chair, ~~d read :.tloud by the clerk before debated. 

27. Every motion shall be reduced to "wl'iting, if the speak· 
er or any member require it. 

2B. After a motion is stated by the speaker, or read by ihe · 
clerk, it shall be· deemed to be in posseSsion of the house,. but 
may be \t.· ithdrawn at any time before a decision or amendment. 

29. When the question is und~r debate, no n1otion shall be 
recei\ed but to adjourn, to lie on the tabl~ for the pr(;v}ous .ques­
?ion, to wstponc to a day certain, to commit or amcii.c, to post. 
pone indefinitely; . which sc\er~l fuotions shall have precedence 
in the order in which they are arrang('d: and no motion to post­
pone to a day certain, to commit, or to postpone indefinitely, 
~ing decid~ shall be again allowed on the same day and at 
th.e sai1e stage o(.the bill~ or proposit_ion. A motion to strike out 
t~e enacting 'vord~ of a bill, sliall have precedence of <1 tnotion 
to amend, and if carried, shall be considered equivalent· to its · 
rejection. 

30. When a resolution shall be offere-d, or a 1notion mnde, · 
to -refe~ any subject, and different conu1rittecs shall be proposed;. 
the question shall be take~l in the foll0wing order: The commit 

-tee of the whol~ house on the state of the rer.ubiic, the commit­
tee of the who!e house1 a standing commJttee, nszkct cou:1nittee. 

31. A motion to adjoun1 shaH be always in orckr; that and 
the motion te lie on .the tab!e, shan be decided without d'~bate. 

32. The previous qu~stion shall be in this fcnn: "~hall the 
main question be now put1n it sha.1~ b_e only admitted \V"hcn de­
mmdzd by a majorit)r of the members present; and until it is 
decid3fJ, shill preclude all a::nendments.nnd further d~bate on the 
main question. 

- 33 On a. previous question there shall be no der,ate. 
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3!1. '\'nen a question is postponed indefinitely, th~ S81U~ 
shall not be acted upon again· during the se.->siot~. . . 

35. Any member may call for the division of a question, 
which shall be divided, if it comprehends questions so distip,ct, 
that, one being ta.ken away, the rest may stand entire for the de­
cision of the house: ;t n1otion t9 strike out being lost, shall pre-­
clude neither awcndmcnt, nor a motion to strike out uwl insert. 

36. £tlotio~1s and reports may be committed at the pleasure 
of the house. . 

37. No motion or proposition on a subject, c).iffersnt from 
that under consideration, shall · be admitted under color of 
amendment. · 

38. \Vhen a motion has been once made and curried in the 
affirmative e:r negative, it shall be in order for any me·,nber of 
the majority to move for the reconsideration thereof, on the same 
or the succeeding day: and such 1notion shall take precedence 
of all other questions, except a motion to adjourn .. 

39. YVhen the reading of a paper is caUed for~ :md the same 
is objected to by any member, it shall be determined by a -vote 
of the house. . 

40. A proposition requesting inforri1ation from the president 
of the republic, or directing it to be furnishe~ by the head of ei~ 
thor of the executive departments, or by the post master general, 
shall lie on the table one day for consideration, unless oth:_•rwise 
ordered by the unanimous consent of the house; and a1l .sue~ 
propositions shall be taken np for consideration, in the crder they 
were presented im1nediutcly after repo_rts are called for from se­
lect committees, nnd when adopted, the clerk shall cause the fame 
to be delivered. 

'11. ?etitions, 1netnorials; and other papers, addressed-to the 
house, shall be presented by the speaker, or by a member in ~is 
place: a brief statement of the contents thereof shall verbally be 
made by the introducer, and shaH not be debated or decided on 
the day of their being first read, unless where the· house ~hall 
direct othenvisc, but shall lie on the table, to be ta.ken Ul) in the 
order they were read. . . 

42 .. Any ten m~mbers (including the spe~ker, if there be 
one,) sha.1l be authonzed to compel the attendance of absent 
lnem1?3rs. . 

'13. Upon culls ·of the house, or iq taking the ayes . and. 
nays ou any. question, the names of the members shnU be called 
alphn.b2ticall y. 

41 Any incmbcr may excuse himse;f from scn•ing on any 
comrrittee at the time of his appointment, if he is then a niember 
of t!nee other committ~cs. , 
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·45. ·No member shall absent himself from the service of the 
house, unless he have leave or be sick and unable ·to att~nd. 

46. -Upon the call of the house, the names of the members 
shall be called over by the clerk, and the absentees- noted.; after 
which the names of the absentees shall again Qe called over, the 
doors shall then be shut, and those for whom no excuse, .or insuf­
ficient excuse are made, may, by order of those present, (if ten in 
number,) be taken into custody as they appear, or may be sent 
for and taken int~ custody wherever t? be fotm~, by special m2s­
sengers to be appointed for that purpose. 

· 47. When a member shall be discharged from custody, and 
admitted to his seat, the house shall detennine· whether such dis­
charge be with or without paying fees; arid in like mannef, whe .. 
ther a del~quent ~ember :aken into custody by a .special Ines­
s~ng:r, shall or shall not,. be liable. to defr~y the expense of such 
special messeriger. 

48. A sergeant-at-arms shall be appointed, to hold his office 
during the p~easure of the house, whose- duty it shall b.e to attend 
the-house during its session; to execute the commands of the 
house from time to time} together with all such process issued 
by aut~ority thereof, as shall be directed to him by ,tho sp0aker. 

. 49. The fees of the sargeant-at-arms shall be, for every ar­
rest the sun1_ of two 'dollars; for each day's custody a_nd release- · 
~nt, .one dollar; and for travelling- expenses, for ~imself or spe­
cial messenger, going and retttrmng, t~'elve .and' a half cents 
per mile. · 1 

OF BILLS . 
.. 50 Every oill shall be introduced by motion for leave, or. by 

an order of the house, on the report of the committee, and in ei­
ther case, a report of the committee to prepare the same shall be 
appOinted • . · . 

51. ·Everi bill shall receive three several readinO's in the 
house previous to. its passage: all bills shall be despatclfed in or­
der as they were introduced) unless where tP.e house shaH direct 
qtherwise; but no bill shall be t\~ice re:1d on the same day with­
out S!J:-eial ord~r of th ~ house. 

~ . 

52. Wh~n a bill shall pass, it shall ba .cE!rtifed by th~ clerk, 
noting the day of its pas~ag·:! at t~e foot thereof. . 

53. Thz ·.first r~admg of a bill shall hi! for mformation, nnd 
if opposition be rruide to it, the question sh~Il be, "shall this bill 
r_,e rejectedr' If no opposition be made, or 1f the question to re­
ject oo negative, the bill shall go to its second reading .without 
a question. 
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!;4. Upon the second reading of a bill, the speaker shall 
state it as ready for commitment or engrossment; and if com· 
mitted, then the question shall be, whether to a select or stand· 
ing committee~ or to a. committee of the whole house, the house 
shall detennine on what day. But if the bill be ordered to be 
engrossed, the house shall appoint the day when it shall be read 
the third time. · 

55. After commitment and report thereof to the house, or at 
any time before its passage, a bill may be recommitt~. , 

. 56. Not more than three bills, originating in the house; 
shall be cmnnlitted to the same cormnittee of the whole; and 
such bills be analogous in their nature, which analogy shall be 
determined by the speaker. ·. 

5i. AJl bills ordered to be engrossed, shall be executed in a. 
fair, round hand. · . 

58. ·No amendment by way ofrider shall be received to any 
bill on its third reading 

· OF. COMMITTEES OF THE WHOLE. 
I 

' ' 
59. It shall be a standing ord~1; of the day throughout the 

~ession, for the house .tol·esolve itself into a committee of the 
'\Yholc on the state of the Republic. 

60. -In forming a committee of the whole house, the speaker 
shall leave his chair, and a chairman to preside in committee, 
sha!l be appointed by the speaker. · . 

61. Upon bills c01nmitted to a comnlittee of the whole house, 
the bill shall be first read throughout by the clel'k, and then n.­
gaiu read and debated by clauses,.leavino- the premnble to be last 
considered; the body of thebillshallnotb~defaccdo~·interlined,but 
all amendments; noting the page and line, shall be duly entered 
by the cletk on a scpcrat0 paper, as the same shall C. t!gteed to 
by the committee, and so reported to· the house; after report, the 
bill shall again be subject to be debated and amended by clausea. 
before a question to engrose it be taken.. -- . 

62 .. All amcndmctlts to an original motion in comnrit.te_e, 
shall be Incorporated With the motion and so reported. 

63. All amendments made to a rep01t committed to o. com· 
rr:ittce of the whole house shall be noted and reported, as in case 
of bills. · . " 

64. All questions, whether in committee or in the house, 
shall be propounded in the order in which they were made, except 
that; in filling up blanks, the largest sura nnd longest time shall 
be first put. . 
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65. No sum or quantum of mx or duty, votea by a conunit· 
tee of the whole house, shall be increased in the-house until the 
motion or proposition for such increase shall be first. discussed 
and voted in ·committee of the whole house, and so in respect to 
the time of its continuance. ' · 

66. The rules of proceedings in the house shall be observed, 
in~ committee of the whole house, so far as they may be appli­
cable, except the rule limiting the time of speaking, but no mem­
ber shall speak twice to any question, until every member choos­
ing to speak shall have spoken. 

- 67. No standing rule or order of the house shall be rescind-
ed or changed without one day's notice being. given of the motion 
therefor. Nor shall any rule be suspended, except by a vote of at 
least two-tnirds of the·members present. Nor shall the order of 
bUsiness, as established by the rules of the house, be postponed or 
c~ued, except by a vote of at least two: thirds of the members 
present. 

68. It shall be in order for the committee on enrolled bills to 
report at any time. • . ' I 

69. No person ~hall be permitted to perform divine service 
in the chamber occupied by the house of Iepresentatives, unless 
with the consent of the speaker. . 

10. The rules for paying witnesses summoned to appear be-
- fore this house, or either of its committees, shall be as follows :­
~or ~ch day a witness shall attend, the sum of two dollars; for 
each mile he shall travel·in coming to~ or going from, the place 
of examination, the sum oftuTelve and a half eents each way; but 
nothing shall be paid for travelling home when the witness has 
been sullh-noned at the·place of trial. · 

71. The several standino-cmmnittees of the house shall have 
leave to report by bill or oth~nvise. . 

72. No committee sh:lll sit during the sitting of the house 
without special leu.ve. · 

73. The clerk of the house thall take an oath for the true 
and faithful discharge of the duties of his office, to the best of his 
knowledge an abilities, and shall be c:!eemed to ~ontinue in office 
until another be appointed. 

7;1. All questions of order shall be noted by the Clerk, with 
the ~ecision, and put -together at the end of the journal of every 
sessiOn. 

75. Whenever· confidential communications are received 
frCJm the president of the Republic of Texas, the hou~e ·shall be 
cleared of all p~rsons except the members, clerk, reporter, ser-



11 

~ant-at ... arms, and door-keeper; and so continue during- the .r~a<t­
mg of such·~ommunications, and (unless othenvise d1rected by 
the house). duripg_ all debates and proceedings- 'to he had then;on. 
And when the sPeaker, or any other member, shall .inform the 
house. that he ·has communications tQ make;whicn~he .conceiv:e8 
o~ght to ~e liep_t secret, the house shall in li~e manner be cl6aredt 
tlll the communication be made; the house shall t~en deternnin 
whether -the matter communicated require secrecy Ol; not, :and 
take order accordingly. · · · ·. · 

76. The sergeant .. at .. arms and the door-kedper.shall be swom 
to keep the secrets of the house. : · · 

7~. -:AU questions relating ·to :the priority .of.business to he 
acted on shall be decided without debate. · _ · · · · 
JOINT ·RULES AND ORDERS 'OF THK TWO HOUSES, 

1. In every case of an ruuendment of a bill agreed .to iii .one 
house, and dissented to in the other, if ~ither house shall.requ.eSt 
a conference, lind appoint·n. committee for that ·purpcise, and the 
other houge ~hall appoint a cormnittee to confer, such committee 
shallt at .a·convenient ·hour, to be ~eed on by·their chairman, 
meet in· the conference chamber, und stute to each ·other verbally 
or in writing7·as either shall .choose, the reas:ons of their respec~ 
tive houses for and against the amendment, and confer freely 
thereon. . · 

·2. Whe~1 a message shall be sent frem the senate. to the 
house of-representatives, it·shall be announc~d at the door:of..the 
house· by the door-keeper, and snall be respectfully conununicate 
ed to the chair, by tne person by whom it may be.sent. . 
. 3. The same ceremony shall ·be ob~~ed when a ·message 

shall be sent. from the house-ofrepresentittlves:to the.senate. 
~· :Messages sliall·be sent by such persons as a sense:Of :pro­

priety in ·each house mey detemline to be-J>roper. · · 
5. While bills are on their pas~e between the two hoUSes. 

they shall' be oh paper, and under 't~e signature .of the secretary 
or cler~. of each house respectively. · , . -

6. After a bill· ·shall have passed both honses,.It shall be 
~uly e~rolled on paper ·oy the clerkof the ho~se ofrep.r.e$ent~~ 
tlves or the secretary of the senate, as the btlltnny . have on­
ginated.in the one or·the other· house, before'it·sha#:be presented 
to the president of the Republic of Texas. · · · · . · 

7. ·When bills are enrolled, they shall ·be exannned by_ a 
oint committee· of two from the ·senate and two from the house 
of represe!1tatlves, appointed as a standing ~ommittee :~r that 
purpose, who shall carefully compare the enrolment :Wlth·.tl;l~ 
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engrossed bills as passed in the. hottse$, and correcting any er~ 
rors that mJ.y ba discover~d in the enrolle9, bills-n1ake their 
report t~Jrthwith to the respective houses. · 

8. After examination and report1 each bill shall be signed 
in the re.spective hous.es, first _by the speaker of the house of rep­
resentatives, then by the president of the senate. 

9. After a bill shall have been thus ~igned in ~ach house, it 
.. shaQ. be preseFtted by the said cotnmittees to tl~e presiden~ of the 
Republic of Texas for his approbation, it be~1g first· endorsed on 
the.back of the rQll, cel'tifying in _which ~ouse the same origin a~ 
ted; which endorsement shall be signed_ by the secretary or clerkt 
(as the case may be,) of the house in V!hich the same did origin~ 
ate, and shall be entered. on the journal of each house. -The sq.id 
coz:nmittee shall report the day of :presentation to the president, 

_ which tilne shall also_ be carefully entered on the journal of each 
house. -
· · 10. All ofders,_resolutions and vo~es which are to be present- ·-
ed to the president of the Republic of Texas_for his approbation, 

-·shall also in the same manner, be prev~ously enroll~d, examined 
_lind. signed, and shaH be presented in the same manner, and by 
.the sam~ committee, as provided in t~e cases of bi_lls. 

11. "\Yhen the senate and h9:use of ~epresentatives shall 
ju~e it proper to make a joint address to the president, it shall 

_ be presented to him in his audience chatnber, by th~ president of 
the senate, in the presence of the speaker and both houses. 
· · 1:?. Wilen a bill or resolution which shall have passed in 
one house, is rejected in the other,_ notice thereof is to be given to 
the house in which the same may h~ve p~ssed. - · 

I:~. 'Vhen a bill or resolution, which has been pq.sse.d in 
. ope house; is rejected in the other, it is not brqught in during the 
same se3Sion, _without a notice of t~n days, and leave of two­
thirds of that hotise in which it shall be renewed. 

14. Each house trrmsmits to the other all papers on which 
any bill or resolution shall be f~unded. 

- -15. After. each house shall have adhered to their disnoaree~ 
ment, a bill or resolution is lost. · · · · 

113. No biH or resolution that shall have pa~sed the· hOltse of 
repres~ntatives cmd the senate,_shallbe_pres~~tedto tl~~ presi~ent 
of the Republic for his.approbation on the last day of tl~c s.esston. 

17. When bills. which have paSsed one house are ordered to 
be printed in the other; a great~r number of copies shu.ll not. be 
printed than may be. necessary for tJ1e ~se of the houso makmg 
the order. # 

,.. 


