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STANDING RULES
POR CONDUCTING BUSINESS IN THE

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
Do

OF THE DUTY OF THE SPEAKER. .

1. He shall take the chair every day precisely at the hour.
to which the house shall have adjourned on the preceeding day:
shall immediately call the merabers to order; and on the appear-
ance of 2 quorum, shall cause the journal of the preceeding
day to be iead. ‘ ' PR -

% He shall preserve order and decorum; may speak to
points of order in preference to other.members, rising from his
seat for that purpose; and shall decide questionsiof order, subject
to an appeal to the house by any two members; on which appeal
no member shall spealc more than cnce, unless by leave of the
house. ‘ o

3. He shall rise to put a question, but may state it sitting.

4. Questions shall be distinctly put in this form, to wit:
“as.many as are of opinion that (as the case or question may. be)
say Aye;” and after the affirmative is expressed, “as many as are A
of the contrary opinion- say No.” If the speaker doubts, or a
division be called for, the house shall divide; those in the affirm- - -
ative of the question shall first rise from their seats, afterwards
those in the negative. If the speaker still doubts, or o count
be required, the speaker shall direct the clerk to tell the vates,
which being repoited, he shall rise and state the decision to the
house.
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5. When any mciion or proposition is made, the question
“Will the house now consider it 7 shall not be put, unless itis
demanded by some member, or is deemed necessary by the

er. -

6. The speaker shall examine and correct the journal be-
fore it is read; he shall have a general direction of the hall : he
shall have a right to name any-member to perform the duties of
-~ the chair;” but such substitution shall not extend beyond an
adjournment.

" 7. All committees shall be appointed by the speaker, un-
less otherwise specially directed by the house; in which case
they shall be appointed by ballot, and if, upon such ballot, the
member required shall not be elected by a majority of the votes
giver, the house shall proceed to a second ballot, in which
a piurality of votes shall prevail, and, in case a greater num-
ber than Is required to compose or complete a committce, shall
have an equal number of votes, the house shall proceed to a
further ballot or ballots,

8. In all other cases of ballot than for committees, a ma-
jority of the votes given shall be necessary to an election; and-
where there shall not be such a mojoiity on the first ballot, the
ballot shall be repeated until a majority be obtaired.

9. Inall cases of ballot by the house, the speaker shail
vote; in other cases he shull not vote, unless the house be equal-
ly divided, or unless his vote, if given to the miuority, will
make thé division equal; and in case of such equal division, the
qustion shal] be lost. .

10. In all cases where other than members of the house
may be eligible to an office by the election of the house, there
shall be a previous nomination.

11.  All acts, addresses, and joint resolutions, shall be .
signed by the speaker; and all writs, warrants, and subpanas,
issued by order of the house, shall be under his hand and seal,
attested by the clerk. _ ' . .

12. In case of any disturbance or disorderly conduct in
the galleries or lobby, the speaker (a chairman of the comumittee
of the whole liouse) shall have power to order the same to be
cleared. ‘

13, Stenographers, wishing to take down the debates,
may be admitted by the speaker, who shall agsign such places to
them on the floor or elsewhere, to efiect their object, as shall not
interfere with the convenience cf the house.
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ORDER OF BUSINESS OF THE DAY.

14.  As soon as the journal is yead, the speaker shall call
for petitions; the petitions having been presented and disposed
of, reports—first from the standing and then from the select com-
mittees, shall be calied for and disposed of. . Resolutions shal}
then be called for in the same order and disposed of by the same
rules which apply to petitions. S

15. " After petitions, reports from committees, and resolu-
tions are gone through with, it shall be in order to entertain a
motiop, that the house do now proceed to dispose of the business
on-the speaker’s table, and to -the order of the day, which bein
decided in the affirmative, the speaker shall dispose of .the bills,
messages, and communications on his table, and then progeed to
call the orders of the day. o

‘OF DECORUM AND DEBATE.

16. 'The business specified in the two preceeding rules
shall be done at no other part of the day, except by permission, of
the house. ‘ ' ' : _

7. ‘When any member is about to speak in debate, or de-
liver any. matter to tl:e house, he shall rise from his seat, and re-
speetfully-adaress himself to “Mr. Speaker,” and shall confine .
himself-to the question under debate, and avoid personality,

18, If-any member in speaking or otherwise, transgress
the tules of the house, the speakershall, or any member may
call to vrder, shall immediately sit down, unless permitted fo ex-
plain; and the house shall, if appealed to, decide on the case, but.
withou ¢ debate; if there be no appeal, the decision 6f the chair
shall be. submitted to. ‘If the decision be in favor of the mem-
ber called to order, he shall be at liberty to proceed; if other-
wise, he shall not be permitted to proceed without leave of the
house; and if the ease-require it, he shall be liable to the censure
of the house. . o

19. When two or move members happen to rise at once,
the speaker shall name the member who is first to speak.

20. " No member shall speak more than twice to the same
question, without leave of the house, nor more than once until
every member choosing to speak shall - hvae spoken.

- 21. If aquestion pending be lost by adjournment of the
house, and revived on the succeeding day, no member who shall
have spoken twice, on the preceeding dayy, shall be permitted
again to speak withous leave. -

A*



6

© 22, Whilst the speaker is putting any question, or address-
ing the house, none shall waik out of or across the house; nor in
such case, whep a member is speaking, shall entertain private
discourse; nor whilst a member is speaking shall pass between
him and the chair.

23. No member shall vote on any question in the event of
which, he is immediately and particularly interested, or in any
case where he was not present when the question was put.

24. Upon a division and count of the house on any ques-
tion, no member without the bar shall be counted.

25. Every member who shall be in the housc when the
question is put, shall give his vote, unless the house, for special
reasons,-shall excuse him.

26. When a metion is made and scconded, it shall Le stat-
ed by the speaker, or beihg ia writing, it shall be handcd to the
chair, and read aloud by the clerk before debated.

<7. Every motion shall be reduced to wiiting, if the speak-
er or any member require it.

23.  After a motion is stated by the spealer, or read by the
clerls, it shall be' deemed to be in possession of the house, but |
may be withdrawn at any time before a decision or aincndinent.

29. When the question is under debate, no motion shall be
received but to adjourn, to lie on the table for the previous ques-
tion, to postponc to a day certain, to commit or amend, to post-
pone indefinitely; . which scveral fnotions shall have preccdence
i the order in which they are arranged: and no motion ts post-
pone to a day certain, to commit, or to postpone indefinitely,
being decided, shall be again allowed on the same day and at
the sape stage of the bill, or proposition. A motion to sirike out
the enacting words of a bill, shall have precedence of & motion
to amend, and if carried, shall be considered equivalent to its-
rejection.

30. When a resolution shall be offered, or a motion made,
to tefer any subject, and different committees shall be jsreposed,
the question shall be takez in the following order: The commit

‘ee of the whole house on the state of the repubiic, the commit-
tee of the whole house, a standing commiittee, a scleet connmittee.

31. A motion to adjourn shall be always in order; that and
the motion te lie on the table, shall be decided without debate.

32. The previous question shali be in this form: “hall the

raain question be now put?” it shall be only admitted when de-
mandad by a majority of the members present; and until it is
decidzd, shall preciude all amendments and further debate on the
main question.

" 33 On a previous guestion there shall be no detate.
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34. When a question is postponed indefinitely, the same
shall not be acted upon again’ during the session, ,

35. Any member may call for the division of a question,
which shall be divided, if it comprehends questions so distinet,
that, one being taken away, the rest may stand entive for the de-
cision of the house: a motion to strike out being lost, shall pre-
clude neither amendment, nor a motion to strike out snd insert. _

36.  Motions and reports may be committed at the pleasure
of the house. L

37. No motion or proposition on a subject, differsat from
that under consideration, shall De admitted under color of
amendment. - o

38. When a motion has heen once made and carried in the
affirmative cr negative, it shall be in order for any member of
the majority to move for the reconsideration theresf, on the same
or the succeeding day: and such motion shall take precedence
of all other questions, except a motion to adjourn.. _

39. When the reading of a paper is called for, and the same
is objected to by any member, it shall be determined by a - vote
of the house. .

40. A proposition requesting information from the president
of the republic, or directing it to be furnished by the head of ei-
ther of the exceutive departments, or by the post master general,
shall He on the table one day for consideration, unless olnerwise
ordered by the unanimous consent of the house; and all .such
propositions shall be taken up for consideration, in the crder they
were presented immediately after reports are called for from se-
lect commitices, and when adopted, the clerk shall cause the same
to be delivered. V

41. Petitions, mermorials, and other papers, addressedto the
house, shall be presented by the speaker, or by a member in his
place: a brief statement of the contents thercof shall verbally be
made by the introducer, and shall not be debated or decided on
the day of their being first read, unless where the- house shall
direct otherwise, but shall lie on the table, to be taken up in the
order they were read. A ‘ ‘

42. Any ten membess (including the speaker, if there be
one,; shail be authorized to compel the attendance of absent
membars, o »

43. Upon callsof the house, or in taking the ayes and.
nays on any-question, the names of the members shall Le called
alphabatically, ‘

41, Any inember may excuse himself from scrving on any
comnittee at the time of his appointment, if heis then a member
of three other committecs.
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45. No member shall absent himself from the service of the
house, unless hie have leave or be sick and unable to attend.

46. Upon the call of the house, the names of the members
shall be called over by the clerk, and the absentees noted; after
which the names of the absentees shall again be called over, the
doors shall then be shut, and those for whom no excuse, or insuf-
ficient excuse are made, may, by order of those present, (if ten in
number,) be taken into custody as they appear, or may be sent
forand taken into custody wherever to be found, by specia! mos-
sengers to be appointed for that purpose.

~ 47. When a member shall be discharged from custody, and
admitted to his seat, the house shall determine’ whether such dis-
charge be with or without paying fees; and in like manner, whe-
ther a delinquent member ‘aken into custody by a special mes-
senger, shall or shall not, be liable to defray the expense of such
special messenger.

48. A sergeant-at-arms shall be appointed, to hold his office
during the pleasure of the house, whose duty it shall be to attend
the house during its session; to execute the commands of the
house from time to time, together with all such process issued
by authority thereof, as shall be directed to him by the speaker.

. 49. The fees of the sergeant-at-arms shall be, for every ar-
rest the sum of two dollars; for each day’s custody and release- -
nrent, -one dollar, and for travelling expenses, for himself or spe-
cial messenger, going and returning, twelve and'a half cents

per mile. ;
' O BILLS.

‘50 Every bill shall be introduced by motion for leave, or by
an order of the house, on the report of the committee, and in ei-
ther case, areport of the committee to prepare the same shall be
appointed. & | | |

- 51, Every bill shall receive three several readings in the
house previous to.its passage: all bills shall be despatched in or-
der as they were introduced, unless where the house shall direct
otherwise; but no bill shail be twice read on the some day with-
out sp=cial order of the house.

52. When a bill shall pass, it shall be certifed by tha clerk,
noting the day of its passag= at the foot thereof.

53. Thefirst reading of a bill shall be for information, and
if opposition be made to it, the question shall be, “shall this bill
he rejected?” If no opposition be made, or if the question to re-
ject be negative, the bill shall go to its second reading without
a question.
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4. Upon the second reading of a bill, the speaker shall
state it as yeady for cormitment or engrossment; and if com-
mitted, then the question shall be, whether to a select or stand-
ing comumittee, or to a committee of the whole house, the house
shall determine on what day.  But if the bill be ordered to be
engrossed, the house shall appoint the day when it shal! be read
the third time. :

53. After commitment and report thereofto the house, or at
any time before its passage, a bill inay be reconimitted. -

. 36. Not more than three bills, originating in the house,
shall be committed to the same committee of the whole; and
such bills be analogous in their nature, which analogy shall be
determined by the speaker. -

57. All bills ordered to be engrossed, shall be executed in a
fair, round hand. o

58. No amendment by way of rider shall be received to any
bill on its third reading

OF COMMITTEES OF THE WHOLE.

59. It shall be a standing order of the day throughout the
session, for the house to xesolve itself into a committce of the
wholc on the state of the Republic. -

60. In forming a committec of the whole house, the speaker
shall leave his chair, and a chairman to preside in committes,
shall be appointed by the spcaker. ’ ‘ .

61. Upon bills committed to a committee of the whole house,
the bill shall be first read throughout by the clerk, and then a-
gain read and debated by clauses, leaving the preamble to be last
considered; the body of thebilishall notbedefaced orinter!ined,but
ail amendments, noting the page and line, shall be duly entered
by the clerk on a seperate paper, as the same shall bs czreed to
by the committee, and so reported to the house; after report, the
bill shall again be subject to be debated and amended by clauses
before a question to engrose it be taken., :

62. All amendments to an originial metion in committee,
shall be incorporated with the motion and so reported. o

63. All amendments made to a report committed to a com-
m:ittee of the whole house shall be noted and reported, as in case
of bills. ' o

64. All questicns, whether in committee or in the house,
shall be propounded in the order in which they were made, except
that, in filling up blanlks, the Jargest sum and longest time shall
be first put, i
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65. No sum or quantum of tax or duty, votea by a commit-
tee of the whole house, shall be increased m the -house until the
inotion or proposition for such increase shall be first.discussed
and Voted in ‘committee of the whole house, and so in respect to
the time of its continuance. ‘

66. The rules of proceedings in the house shall be observed,
in & committee of the whole house, so far as they may be appli-
cable, except the rule limiting the time of speaking, but no mem-
ber shall speak twice to any question, until every member choos-

ing to speak shall have spoken.

: 67. No standing rule or order of the house shall be rescind-
ed or changed without one day'’s notice being. given of the motion
therefor. Nor shall any rule be suspended, except by a vote of at
least two-tnirds of the members present. Nor shall the order of
business, as established by the rules of the house, be postponed or
changed, except by a vote of at least two-thirds of the members
present,

68. 1tshall be in order for the committee on entolled bills to
report at any time. a

69. No person shall be permitted to perform divine service
in the chamber occupied by the house of representatives, unless
with the consent of the spealker. : .
- 70, The rules for paying witnesses sumwmoned to appear be-
_ fore this house, or either of its committees, shall be as follows :—
For each day a witness shall attend, the sum of two dollars; for
each mile he shall travelin coming to, or going from, the place
of examination, the sum of twelve and a half cents each way; but
nothing shall be paid for travelling home when the witness has
been summoned at the place of trial. :

71. The several standing committees of the house shall have
leave to report by bill or otherwise. _

72. No committee shall sit during the sitting of the house
without special leuve.

73. The clerk of the house thall take an ocath for the true
and faithful discharge of the duties of his office, to the best of his
knowledge an abilities, and shall be deemed to continue in office
until another be appointed. '

74. All questions of order shall be noted by the ¢lerk, with
the decision, and put together at the end of the journal of every
session.

75. Whenever confidential communications are received
from the president of the Republic of Texas, the house shall be
- cleared of all parsons except the members, clerk, reporter, ser-
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geant-at-arms, and door-keeper; and so continue during the reaa-
ing of such communications, and (unless otherwise directed by
the house) during al] debates and proceedings ito be had thereon.
And when the speaker, or any other member, shall inform the
house that he has communications o make, whicnhe congeives
ought to be kept secret, the house shalj in like manner be cleared,
till the communication be made; the house shall then deterrmin
whether the matter communicated require secrecy or not, and
take order accordingly. : o

76. The sergeant-at-arms and the door-kedper shall be sworn
to keep the secrets of the house. ' : .

77, ‘All questions relating ‘to the priority of business to be
acied on shall be decided without debate. =~ . - -

JOINT RULES anp ORDERS or Tz TWO HOUSES,

L. In every case of an amendment of a bill agreed to in one
house, and dissented to in the other, if either house shall request
a confererice, ind appointa committee for that ‘purpose, and the
other house shall appoint a commnittee to confer, such committee
shall, at 4 coftvenient hour, to be agreed on by their chairman,
meet in'the conference chamber, and state to cach ‘other verbally
or in Writing, as either shall .choose, the reasons of their respec-
tive houses for and against the amendment, and confer freely
thereon, . '

2. When a message shall be sent from the senate.to the
house of representatives, it shall be announced at the door:of the
house by the door-keeper, and snall be respectfully communicate
ed to the chair, by tne person by whom it may be sent.

- 3. The same ceremony shall -be observed when a message
shall be sent from the house-of representatives:to the senate.
4. ‘Messages shiall be sent by such persons as a sense-of ;pro-
priety in each house mey determine to bé.proper. A

5. While bills are on their passage between the two houses,

they shall be on paper, and under the signature of the secretary

or cleric of each house respectively. - .
6. After a bill shall have passed both honses, it shall be
duly enrolled on paper by the clerkof the house of representa-
tives or the secretary of the senate, as the bill may. have ori-
ginated in the one or the other house, before'it shall be presented
to the president of the Republic of Texas, T

7. ‘When bills are enrolled, they shall be examined by a
oint committee of two from the senate and two from the house
of representatives, appointed as a standing committee :for that
purpose, who shall carefully compare the enrolment swith:the
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engrossed bills as passed in the houses, and correcting any er-
rors that may bs discovered in the enrolled bills—make their
report forthrwith to the respeétive houses. '

8. After examination and report, each bill shall be signed
in the raspective houses, first by the speaker of the house ofhrep-
resentatives, then by the president of the senate.

9. After a bill shall have been thus signed in each house, it

-shall be presented by the said committees to the president of the
Repubiic of Texas for his approbation, it being first endorsed on
the back of the roll, certifying in which house the same origina-
ted; which endorsement shall be signed by the secretary or clerk,
(as the case may be,) of the house in which the same did origin-
ate, and shall be entered on the journal of each house. -The said

~ commitee shall report the day of presentation to the president,
. ghich time shall also be carefully entered on the journal of each

ouse. :
18, All orders, resolutions and votes which are to be present-
ed to the president of the Republic of Texas for his approbation,

‘shall aiso In the same manner, be previously enrolled, examined -

-and signed, and shall be presented in the same manner, and by

the same committee, as provided in the cases of bills.

11. When the senate and house of representatives shall
judge it proper to make a joint address to the president, it shall

- be presented to him in his audience chamber, by the president of
the senate, in the presence of the speaker and both houses.
12 ¥hen a bill or resolution which shall have passed in
one house, is rejected in the other, notice thereof is to be given to
the house in which the same may have passed. ' ‘

13. When a bill or resolution, which has been pessed in

" one house; is rejected in the other, it is not brought in during the
same seasion, without a notice of ten days, and leave of two-
thirds of that house in which it shall be renewed.

1d. Tach house tronsmits to the other all papers on which
any bitl or resolution shall be founded.

15. After each house shall have adhered to their disagree-
ment, 2 bill or resolution is Jost.

' 15. No bill or resolution that shall have passed the house of

. Tepresentatives and the senate, shall be presented to the president
of the Republic for his approbation on the last day of the session.

17. When bills. which have passed one house are orderedto
be printed in the other, a greater number of copies shzll not be

printed than may be necessary for the use of the house making
the order. ‘



