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The Honorable John Kuempel, Chair
House General Investigating and Ethics Committee
P.O. Box 2910
Austin, Texas 78768-2910

Dear Chairman Kuempel:

Recent news stories have brought to light compensation practices at some state agencies that
appear contrary to the intent of the law. It has been reported, for example, that some agencies are
authorizing paid emergency leave todeparting employees as a way to provide supplemental
compensation to the employees.

The public should have confidence that state agencies are being cautious with taxpayer dollars.
Misapplying state leave provisions undermines this confidence. As legislators, we have a
responsibility to see that agencies are responsible in their use of taxpayers' resources. Therefore, in
addition to the interim charges assigned to the General Investigating and Ethics Committee on
November 4, 2015, the Committee is assigned the following interim charge:

4. Examine the use by state agencies of emergency leave and settlement payments

to provide supplemental compensation to departing employees. Recommend
any revisions or clarifications to the law necessary to ensure that taxpayer
dollars are being used prudently.

In conducting this examination, the Committee may request assistance from the Legislative Budget
Board, the Texas Legislative Council, the State Auditor's Office, and the Comptroller's Office. I hope
you and other members of the Committee will act on this charge in the near future, and I look
forward to hearing your findings and recommendations.

Sincerely,•
Joe Straus
Speaker
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