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Sprinkler systems in nursing homes

Human Services: favorable, with amendments

5 ayes--B. Clark, Polumbo, Barton, Hackney, Vowell
1 nay--Martin

0 present, not voting

3 absent--Washington, C. Smith, Green

For--Ernest Emerson, fire marshal; Bill Willis, Fire and
Safety Office, Nursing Home Division, Texas Department
of Health; Roy Crenwelge, Architectural Division,
Texas Department of Health; Billy Bob Littleton,
Sprinkler Fitters Union.

Against--None

This bill would require an approved sprinkler system to be
installed in each new or reconstructed nursing home. The
bill would not apply to buildings in existence or under
construction on Sept. 1, 1981, unless reconstruction
occurred after that date. The state fire marshal would
have the authority to inspect buildings, issue certifi-
cates of compliance or orders prohibiting occupancy
pending compliance, and bring suit to ensure compliance.

Sprinkler systems are the only adequate means of adequately
protecting nursing home residents from fire. When elderly
people are immobile and dependent, alarms and fire exits
do no good. Compartmentation (a method of fire control in
which a building is divided into small, air-tight units
designed to keep smoke from spreading) is required in °*
nursing homes, but it is not always effective, especially
when shoddy construction materials and techniques are
used. Sprinkler systems are superior to compartmentation.
Fire chiefs say they are 96 to 99 percent effective. They
stop and control fires at the point of origin. Now only
wood-frame nursing homes are required to have sprinklers.

This bill would extend the protection to all new or recon-
structed nursing homes.

Sprinkler systems are cost-efficient. The expense of such
a system amounts to only 1 or 2 percent of the total cost
of a structure--the same percentage as carpeting or window
glass. Furthermore, the money spent on a system will be
recouped within five to ten years through savings on
insurance premiums.

Th;s pill would restrict nursing home expansion by raising
building costs. Many independent builders would find the
extra cost of installing a sprinkler system prohibitive.
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This bill does not apply to the older nursing homes, which
are the real fire-traps. The bill should be made retro- s
active. ' '

HB 213-68 (Elizondo) requires the installation of automatic
sprinkler systems in all new or reconstructed buildings

over 75 feet tall, in which at least 50 percent of the

floor space is used for a residence, hotel or motel, hospital
or nursing home, commercial or educational establishment,
courthousse, jail, or restaurant. This bill passed the
House and is in the Senate Committee on Economic Development.

HB 245 (Grubbs) would require smoke and fire alarms in the
halls of multiple-residence buildings that are classified
as permanent housing. The bill passed the House and is

in the Senate Committee on Economic Development.
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